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thus far has been stained by no such companion- 
ship with evil. Our conquests have been the peace- 
ful achievements of enterprise and industry—the 
one leading the way into the wilderness, the other 
following and completing the acquisition by the 
formal symbols of occupancy and possession. | 
They have looked to no objects beyond the con- | 
version of uninhabited wilds into abodes of civili- 
zation and freedom. ‘Their only arms were the 
axe and the ploughshare. The accumulations of 
wealth they have brovght were all extracted from the 
bosom of theearth b. the unofiending hand of labor. 
If, in the progress of our people westward, they shall 

occupy territories not our own, but to become ours | 
by amicable arrangements with the governments 

to which they belong, which of the nations of the | 
earth shall venture to stand forth, in the face of 


| 


the civilized world, and call on us to pause in this || 


great work of human improvement? Itis as much 


the interest of Europe as it is ours, that we should || 


be permitted to follow undisturbed the path which, 
in the allotment of national fortunes, we seem ap- 
pointed to tread. Our country has long been a 
refuge for those who desire a larger liberty than 
they enjoy under their own rulers. It is an outlet 


for the political disaffection of the Old World— | 


for social elements which might there have be- 
come sources of agitation, but which are here si- 


tain the greater freedom, which was the object of 
their separation from less congenial combinations 
in other quarters of the globe. 


is constantly pouring, under our protection, her 


bosom the elements of their support and repro- 


duction. She is literally going along with us in 


our march to prosperity and power, to share with 


us its triumphs and its fruits. Happily, this con- | 
tinent is not a legitimate theatre for the politi- | 
cal arrangements of the sovereigns of the eastern | 
hemisphere. Their armies may range, undis- 
turbed by us, over the plains of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, dethroning monarchs, partitioning 
kingdoms, and subverting republics, as interest or | 
caprice may dictate. But political justice demands | 
that in one quarter of the globe self-government, | 
freedom, the arts of peace, shall be permitted to 
work out, unmolested, the great purposes of hu- 
man civilization. 

Mr. President, I trust there will be nothing in 
the final adjustment of our difficulties with Mexico | 
to impair, in any degree, the moral of our example | 
in the past. Our course, heretofore, has been one | 
of perpetual exertion to bring about an amicable 
arrangement with her. [ trust we shall persevere 
in the same course of conduct, whatever unwilling- 
ness she may exhibit to come to terms. 


naturally feel a deep solicitude, as an American 
citizen, that our public conduct should comport 
with the dignity of the part we seem destined to 
pee in the great drama of international politics. 

desire to see our good name unsullied, end the 
character we have gained for moderation, justice, 
and scrupulousness in the discharge of our na- 
tional obligations, maintained unimpaired. In 
these, let us be assured, ourgreat strength consists; 
for it is these which make us strong in the opinion 
of mankind. 


In what [ have said concerning the progress of | 
our people over the unpopulated regions west of | 
us, and in respect to our responsibilities as a nation, | 


I trust I shall have incurred no imputation of in- 
consistency. On the contrary, [ trust I shall be 
considered consistent in all I have said. I regard 
our extension, as I have endeavoured to fore- 
shadow it, to be the inevitable result of causes, the 


operation of which it is not in our power to arrest. | 


At the same time, I hold it to be our sacred duty 
to see that it is not encouraged or pronrated by 
improper means. 
part of weakness to shrink from extension, under 
the apprehension that it might bring with it the 


elements of discord and disunien, as our political » 
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. 


| weighs most heavily upon my own mind, 
p Nay, more: itis | 
into the vast reservoir of the-western wilderness, | 
teeming with fruitfulness and fertility, that Europe | 


| 
| 
| 
human surplusses, unable to draw from her own | 
' 
} 


. . . . . Enter- | 
taining the opinions which I have expressed, I | 


While I should consider it the | 
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* 
boundaries are enlarged, I should hold it to be the 


part of folly and dishonor to attemptto accelerate it 
by agencies incompatible with our obligations to 
other nations. It is the dictate of wisdom and of 
duty to submit ourselves to the operation of the 
great causes which are at work, and which will 
work on in spite of us, in carrying civilization and 
freedom across the American continent. 

In advocating a continued occupation of the 
cities and territory we have acquired in Mexico, 
until she shall assent to reasonable terms of peace, 
I trust also that I shall be deemed consistent with 
myself. Deprecating war as the greatest of ca- 
lamities, especially for us, I desire to see this war 
brought to a close at the earliest practicable day. 
I am in favor of whatever measures are most likely 
to accomplish this desirable end. [ am opposed 
to an abandoment of our position: 

Ist. Because I believe it would open a field of do- 
mestic dissension in Mexico, which might be fatal 


| to her existence as an independent state or make 


her take refuge in the arms of despotism; 

2d. Because it might lead to external interference 
in her affairs of the most dangerous tendency both 
to her and us; and 

3d. Because I fear that we should only gain a 
temporary suspension of hostilities, to be renewed 


| under great disadvantages to us, and with every 
lently and tranquilly incorporated into our system, || 
ceasing to be principles of disturbance as they at- | 


prospect of a longer and more sanguinary con- 
test. 

Mr. President, it is this last consideration, which 
0 I hold 
it to be indispensable to the public welfare, under 
all its aspects, that we should have, at the termi- 
nation of this contest, a solid and stable peace. 
Unpromising as the condition of things seems at 
the present moment, my hope still is, that firmness 
tempered with prudence, will give us, not a mere 
outward pacification with secret irritation rankling 
within, but substantial concord and friendship, 
which shall leave no wound unhealed. And, sir, 
we should be satisfied with nothing short of an 
accommodation of differences which will enable 
the country with confidence to lay aside its armor, 
and to resume the peaceful pursuits to which, by 
the inexorable law of our condition, we must look 
for prosperity and safety. 

My advice, then, (if I may presume to advise,) 
is, to stand firm, holding ourselves ready at all 
times to make a peace, and carrying into our nego- 


| tiations for that purpose a determination to cement 


a future good understanding with our adversary, 


by an adjustment of our differences on terms of | 
justice, moderation, and magnanimity. 


Mr. Dix having concluded, 


Mr. PHELPS indicated a wish to address the | 


Senate; but the hour being late, 
The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 27, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read and 

approved— 
r. BOYDON rose and asked leave to make a 

personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER stated that no remarks were in 
order except by the general consent of the House. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. BOYDON proceeded to state, that he found 
in the report of the “* Union” of what took place 


in the House yesterday, when the gentleman from || 
Indiana [Mr. Hentey]} was speaking, a statement | 
representing him (Mr. B.) as having said that he | 
|| James Young before them, with a view to ascer- 
appointments, by the Governor of North Carolina, || 
| the work. 
He did not complain, or insinuate that there was |! 
|| Messrs. POLLOCK, ROCKWELL of Connecti- 
1 eut, and COBB of Georgia. 


never had heard the least complaint against the 
of the officers of the regiment raised in that State. 


any intention on the a of the reporters to mis- 
represent what he said. So far from that, he hac 
been surprised at the general accuracy with which 
the reporters of the House were able to give what 
was said here; for, for his part, he could not hear 
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been said in North Carolina on the subject, or of 
wilfully misrepresenting the facts. 

What he intended to say, and what he supposed 
he did say, was, that he thought at this time there 
was no dissatisfaction at the appointments made, 


except among a few Democrats—a small portion 
of the Democratic party—at this time; and he said 


this, because there had recently been published a 
communication of General Taylor, speaking in the 
very highest terms of our (North Carolina’s) offi- 
cers, and also a letter from General Wool to Mr. 
Badger, one of the Senators from that State, in 
which he spoke in terms of the most exalted com- 


mendation of the soldiers, and especially of the 
officers, of the North Carolina regiment; and he 
supposed, from these publications, and from the 


publications of several Democratic soldiers in that 
regiment, that everybody was now satisfied. But 
he was free to say that the complaints had been loud 
and bitter among the Democratic party throughout 
the State; and by no means did he wish to be un- 
derstood as having denied his knowledge of that 
fact. 

While on the floor, he should like to correct one 


| statement of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 


Hen tey,] in which he charged the Governor of 
North Carolina with refusing to give the appoint- 
ment of the officers to the soldiers in that regiment. 
So far from that being the fact, the Legislature of 
North Carolina, upon the recommendation of this 
very Whig Governor, passed an act to its final 
reading, giving the appaintment of these very offi- 
cers to the soldiers; and on the motion of one of 
the leaders of the Democratic party, the passage 
of the bill was reconsidered, and the appointment 
of these officers was given to the Governor, on the 
ground that there was not time for the regiment to 
organize and elect their own officers in ume to be 
ready to leave for the service; but, at the same 
time, that very Legislature passed a law giving 
the appointment of the officers to the men in any 
regiments that might hereafier be raised in that 


State. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of Archibald Bull and Lemuel 8. Finch; for the 
relief of B. O. Tayloe; for the relief of the legal 
representatives of David Gardner, of Southborough, 
Massachusetts ; and for the relief of Medford Caf- 
fey; which several bills were read and committed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Wil- 
y. Laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, after havin 
made a few explanatory remarks, reported nek 
to the House from the Committee of Claims the 


| resolution which had been recommitted to that 
|| committee some days since, authorizing the Clerk 


of the House to employ a suitable person to com- 
pile from the Journals of the House of Representa- 
tives, in alphabetical order, a list of all the private 


claims that have been presented to Congress, from 
| the fourteenth Congress to the twenty-yinth Con- 


gress, inclusive, showing the action of Congress 


| thereon, whether partial or full, the nature and 
| object of each claim, &c. 


After some debate, participated in by Messrs. 
EVANS of Maryland, ROCKWELL of Con- 


necticut, ROCKWELL of Massachusetts, and 


| SMITH of Illinois— 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, moved that thegyhole 
subject be referred to,the Committee on A nts, 
with instructions tocall Mr. Simon Brown and Mr. 
tain and report to this House the probable cost of 


The debate was resumed, and continued b 


Mr. COBB then moved to lay the subject on the 


| table. Decided in the negative: Ayes 67, noes 80. 


After some general remarks by Mr. HENLEY 


one-tenth of what was said in any portion of the || and Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware— 


House. But he desired to correct the statement 
in this particular: as it now stood, it left him in 
the position of being totally ignorant of what had 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 
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resolution on the table; on which motion he also 
asked the yeas and nays, which were taken, and 
resulted as follows: Yeas 86, nays 97. 

The House refusing to lay the resolution on the 
table— 

The question was put on the first amendment 
reported by the committee, to the resolution, viz: 
in lieu of the words “‘ some suitable person,”’ in- 
nert the name of *‘ James Young, of Washington,” 
and it was agreed to. 

The question was new put on the second amend- 
ment, viz: add at the end of the resolution the fol- 
lowing: ‘And that the Clerk of the House furnish 
such aid by the clerks in his office as may not be 
inconsistent with the discharge of their ordinary 


duties ;’’ and this amendment was agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Josern R. IncGer- 
soLL, of Pennsylvania, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the annual message of the 
President of the United States, and of the resolu- 
tions referring the same to appropriate commit- 
tees, 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Indiana, who was enti- 
tled to the floor from yesterday evening, addressed 
the committee during the allotted hour. 

He did not know (he said) that he should have 
felt himself at all called upon to address the com- 
mittee upon the several subjects towards which its 
attention had been directed for the last week or 
ten days, if it were not that he felt a kind of neces- 
sity for doing what he had never before done in 
his life—that was, to define his position. About 
four weeks ago, he wasrepresented by a newspaper 
in New York as having made a speech of some 
hour’s length upon this floor, advocating the entire 
conquestand subjugation of Mexico, On the day be- 
fore yesterday, he was represented by the ** Union”’ 
of this city as having made another speech justifying 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, again moved to lay the || 





: { 
history of this thing; he had examined all the pub- 


| lie documents upon which he could lay his hands, || 


~ 


the entire course of policy pursued by the present | 


Administration in the origin, prosecution, and ob- 
jects of the war with Mexico. For fear, therefore, 
that somebody should suppose he might possibly 
have made a speech of this kind, he deemed it expe- 
dient to take this opportunity to declare what were 
the sentiments he really entertained upon this 

uestion; and he thought he should convince gen- 
ah before he got through that he had never 
made the one or the other of those speeches. 

His chief purpose in now rising was to notice 


several of the positions taken by gentlemen upon | 


the other side of this chamber—positions which he 
thought they had taken with great care and great 
reflection, with a view to defend the Administra- 
tion, not only in the origin, but in the progress of 
this war; and more especially to notice some of 
the remarkable features which he found in the 
speech made several days ago by the gentleman 
from Maryland, from the Baltimore district, [Mr. 
MecLane.| He did not hesitate to characterize 
this as a remarkable speech, not only because it 
was delivered on this floor with great ingenuity, 
with great power, and with great eloquence, but 
because it went a bow-shot—a andied bow- 
shots—beyond all the speeches which had been 
made on this floor in the assumption of positions 
which he (Mr. T.) considered to be erroneous, 
and which not only did injustice to the Congress 
of the United States and the people of the United 
States, but manifest, marked injustice to the dis- 
tinguished commander of our army, General Tay- 
lor. The gentleman, in his conception, had eaabely 
mistaken the great questions of history which 
were involved in the origin and prosecution of the 
war, had made these questions, thus misstated 
by hf, subserve what he thought he should be 


able to show were exclusively and entirely the | 


party purposes of this Administration, 
The gentleman’s speech, as originally written out 
by himself, he presumed, and published in the 


“* Union,” contained the assumption—in order to | 


justify the President of the United States in the 
issuance of the order of 13th January, 1846, for 
the march of the army to the valley of the Rio 
Grande—that the President, in his message of 


December, 1845, had communicated to Congress | 


the fact that General Taylor had been ordered to 
march the army to the valley of the Rio Grande. 
{[Mr. T. read this passage of Mr. McLawne’s 
speech.) Now, he had carefully looked into the 


and nowhere did he find, from the beginning to the 
end of all the communications which had emana- 
ted from the President of the United States in De- 
cember, 1845, or prior to that time, the declaration 
that General Taylor had been ordered to march | 
the troops under his command to the Rio Grande. | 
There was no such message, no such document to 
be found, no such political fact recorded in the 
history of the country. The President of the Uni- 
ted States did communicate to Congress, in Decem- 
her, 1845, that he had assigned General Taylor to 
the command of the army, and that his position was 
to be taken between the Neuces and the Rio Grande; 
but not that he was to march to the Rio Grande. 
The Secretary of War, atthe commencement of that , 
session, communicated to Congress intelligence of | 
the fact that General Taylor had been assigned to 
the command of the country between the Nueces 
andthe Rio Grande, with the “* ullimate destinalion’’ 
to the Rio Grande, with a purpose of ultimately 
occupying the valley of the Rio Grande; but no- 
where, either in the message of the President, or. 
in the report of the Secretary of War, was there 
any communication made to Congress that Gener- 
al Taylor was assigned to the command of the 
army, and ordered to march to the Rio Grande. 

But, in the published speech of the gentleman in 
pamphlet form, he cana a much greater mistake 
upon this subject. It was there declared that the 
President, in December, 1845, gave notice to Con- 
gress that General Taylor had been assigned to the 
defence of the country ‘* west of the Rio Grande.”’ 

Mr. McLANE explained that this was a mis- 
print. It should have been ‘* west to the Rio 
Grande.’’ He requested the gentleman from In- 
diana to read from the document which he handed 
him. 

Mr. THOMPSON read as follows from the 
President’s message of 31st December, 1845: 

‘*Our army was ordered to take position in the country 


between the Nueces and the Del Norte, and to repel any 
invasion of the Texan territory which might be attempted 


by the Mexican forces.”’ 


| it to be, into w 


Also, the following from the despatch of Mr. 
Sancroft, of June 15, 1845, to General Taylor: 

“The point of your ultimate destination is the western 
frontier of ‘Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or 
near the Rio Grande del Norte, such a site as will consist 
with the health of the troops, and will be best adapted to 
repel invasion, and to protect what, in the event of anneza- 
tion, will be our western border.” 

Mr. THOMPSON (continuing) said, neither of 
the positions was true, so far as the history of 
the country was concerned. There was no such 
order issued to General Taylor, no such fact com- 
municated to Congress. He was ordered to take | 
position between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, | 
with the ‘ultimate’? object of protecting the Rio 
Grande valley; and the extracts now read, at the 
request of the gentleman, proved this beyond con- 
troversy, and proved nothing more. The last | 
extract was part of an order issued before annexa- 
tion, and proved nothing whatsoever in the present 
controversy —for under it General Taylor took po- | 
sition at Corpus Christi, and remained there many 
months. 

But the next poses ecenret as he conceived | 

ich the gentleman had fallen, was | 
the assumption, that by the act of Texas in the for- 
mation of her constitution, with which she was ad- 
mitted into this Union, she adopted the statute of 
the Republic of Texas of 1836 as a part of her 
fundamental law; and that, by the admission of 
Texas into the Union, after the resolutions of an- 
nexation were passed, with that constitution she 
became, as a consequence, a part of this Union, to 
the extent of boundaries laid down in that statute. | 
He understood that the gentleman from Maryland 
assumed, first, that the constitution of Texas de- 
fined her boundary line; then, that he changed his | 
osition, when the gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
i acemth) came to his aid, and assumed that the | 
Congress of Texas, having in 1836, affirmed the 
Rio Grande to be the western boundary, the con- | 
stitution recognized and continued that law, and | 
hence, that she was admitted into the Union 
with that boundary. Let them look into the his- | 
tory of that question. If Texas had the right to’ 


pass that act, and thereby acquired the boundary || 


claimed by it, and if the Congress of the United | 
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it, then the whole claim set up by the Preside 
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behalf of the United States, and in his own defence 


founded upon it, fell to the ground. 

Now, the boundary of Texas before her revo}; 
against Mexico was just as well defined as jis th, 
boundary between the District of Columbia anq 
Maryland and Virginia. Originally the territory of 
Texas constituted avery small portion of what she 
afterwards possessed. Having been constituted a 
State, with Coahuila, of the Mexican Conf derey 
the boundary between Texas and Coahuila, and 
Tamaulipas, and which, ashe had before said, was 
clearly known, was the Nueces. How, then, did 
she acquire boundary beyond that river? The 
gentleman admitted that the Texas which revoly- 
tionized was the Texas which was admitted. Then, 
she acquired no title but by revolution—no title that 
she had not maintained by the sword; and if she 
had maintained title to the Rio Grande by the 
sword, why, then, the Government of the United 
States would be compelled to recognize that title, 
But Texas never did, never has, and never would, 
except as aided by the power of the United States, 
maintain title by the sword to one foot beyond San 
Patricio county. The Nueces was the geographi- 
cal division between her and Tamaulipas, and San 
Patricio was her western county, extending to the 


| Nueces; but Texas, after her revolution, extended 


that county a short distance beyond the west bank 
of the Nueces, so as to take in Corpus Christi. 
Texas passed an act by her Congress, in 1836, 
predicated on the right which she claimed to have 
acquired under her compact or agreement with 
Santa Anna. That compact or agreement gave 
her no power, no right, with reference to bound- 
ary. It was an agreement which, as was shown 
by the gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Dixon,} 
the other day, General Jackson repudiated—re- 
fused to recognize as of any binding validity upon 
anybody. What right, then, did Texas acquire 
under it? Why, by virtue of the constitution of 
Mexico of 1824, Santa Anna had no power to 
make a treaty; he was not the acting President of 
Mexico. It was true, if he had been at home, in 
the city of Mexico, he would have been; but the 
constitution of 1824 prescribed that whenever the 
President of the Republic of Mexico was in the 
field commanding her armies, the Vice President 
should perform the functions of President. When 
in the field, he was nothing but a military com- 
mander; his functions as President had ceased; 
and as military commander he had no right to 
make an agreement, except one personal to him- 
self. He did make such an agreement while a 
prisoner of war, in the hands of the Texans, for 


‘the purpose of regaining his liberty, having no 


reference whatever to permanent boundary, and 
which would have been utterly nugatory if it had 
had. There was no right acquired by Texas on 


‘the subject of boundary in consequence of that 


agreement. Butif there had been, it was predicated 
on the idea that the agreement should afterwards 
be ratified—be made into a treaty by commis- 
sioners to be appointed on the part of Texas, who 
should meet commissioners on the part of Mexico, 
in the city of Mexico. No commissioners were ap- 
pointed on either side. But Texas, of her own 
will, passed the law of 1836, defining her bound- 
ary line to be the Rio Grande. She had no right 
to do it. It was an act of usurpation—the usurpa- 
tion of territory over which she had acquired no 
control by revolution, by this compact, or by 


| treaty. 


| 


Then, if the act of 1836 was not passed by au- 
thority on the part of Texas, if she acquired no 
right by it, how could we have acquired a right by 
it, even though we had adopted it? Unquestion- 
ably we could acquire none. But, in point of fact, 
we did not recognize the act of 1836 as being ob- 
ligatory upon us by the terms of annexation. 
Everybody knew that the cause of the rejection of 
the Tyler treaty was, that it proposed to annex 
Texas, to the Rio Grande, to the United States. 
The gentleman shook his head. Mr. T. referred 
him to the course of debate on that question; to the 
resolutions introduced by the distinguished Sena- 


| tors who opposed that treaty, and he would there 


see that one of the prime causes of opposition to it 
was, that it proposed to annex a part of Mexico. 
By many of the distinguished men of the gentle- 
man’s own party it was opposed on that very 


States did adopt that claim, of course there would || ground. The terms of annexation, as provided in 


be no question about it. 


But if Texas had no || the joint resolution, were so shaped as to avoid the 


right to pass that law; if she acquired no title by |’ difficulty which had been encountered in theannex- 
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ation of Texas by the Tyler treaty. And they were 

made so with design—done, not simply for the pur- 
pose of procuring Texas, but done by a party, band- 
ed together from one end of the country to the other, 
with the express and deliberate view of deceiving 
the people of the country on that very question. 
Why, need we now to be told that all over this 
country, When the opponents of annexation de- 
clared that annexation was identical with war, its 
advocates ridiculed the idea and endeavored to 
make the country believe there would be no war? 
But gentlemen now turned about and frankly ac- 
knowledged they had been wrong. The gentle- 
man from Maryland told the House the other day 
that we procured the war as *‘ the cost of annexa- 
tion.” Ves, sir, he spoke most truly; the sad ex- 
perience of the last two years had not failed to 
convince even the warmest advocates of annexa- 
tion of that fact. The joint resolutions of annexa- 
tion, he believed and declared, were shaped with 
especial reference to deceive the people of this 
country on the question of annexation. 

Texas, therefore, he repeated, having acquired 
no title by the act declaring her boundary to be the 
Rio Grande, none could have been conferred on 
the United States, if we had adopted that act. 
But wedid not. In the constitution of Texas with 
which she was received into the Union, and which 
was adopted after the joint resolutions for annex- 
ation had passed, there was an express provision 
that all acts of her Congress were affirmed and 
continued in full force, except those in derogation 
of the Constitution of the United States, or in vio- 
jatien of the terms of annexation. Now, the joint 
resolutions of annexation, as one of their most 
prominent features, contained a provision that the 
question of boundary should be left to be settled 
by negotiation; and if the question of boundary 
were to be settled by negotiation, how could this 
act of 1836 be otherwise than inconsistent with the 
joint resolutions? That act fixed the boundary 
without negotiation, declared the Rio Grande to 
be the western boundary, and, as a matter of 
course, by the express terms of annexation, had 
no binding force. 

dut the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Kaurman] 
told the committee, the other day, that the act of 
1836 was regarded by Texas as conferring juris- 
diction upon her to the Rio Grande. And to what 
extent? Why, the gentleman said, from the mouth 
of the Rio Grande to its source. Mr.'T. had been 
astonished to hear that declaration from the gen- 
tleman from Texas—that Texas had jurisdiction 
and occupancy from the mouth to the source of the |, 
Rio Grande! Why, the gentleman seemed to have 
forgotten that we were now in the military posses- | 
sion of that country. Although, according to the 
argument of that gentleman, and of others, we an- 
nexed this whole country, from the mouth to the 
source of the Rio Grande, to the United States, as 
part and parcel of Texas, yet the President of 
the United States was now exercising military juris- 

diction over a part of this territory, and the people 
there, under this martial law, were now being 
called upon to determine of themselves whether 
they would be annexed to the United States or not! 
And not only this, but the President of the United 
States was also trying to buy that country! or to | 
hold it as indemnity for the expenses of this war! 
though, at the same time, the gentleman from 
Texas, the gentleman from Maryland, and others, | 
told us it was a part of Texas as actually annexed 
to the United States! 

But the gentleman from Maryland went further, | 
and, in order to show that the Congress of the | 
United States had recognized the Rio Grande as | 
the boundary line, alluded to another fact, which | 
he declared to exist, viz: that Congress had organ- 
ized revenue districts in the State of Texas in such 
way as that one was bounded on the west by the 
Rio Grande. Mr. 'T. would be very much obliged 
to the gentleman if he would show him that part 
of the history of the proceedings of Congress || 
from which he derived this informaticn—if he | 
would show him anywhere on our statute books | 
a single act of Congress which defined the Rio 
Grande as the western boundary line of any col- | 
lection district. Congress did pass an act estab- | 
lishing one revenue district in Texas. (Mr. T. 
read from the act declaring that Texas should be 
One collection district, and Galveston a port of | 
entry.] Yet the gentleman told them that there | 
Were two revenue districts established, the west- | 
ern boundary of one of which, he informed them, | 
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was the Rio Grande. The fact was, as appeared I 
from the act which Mr. T. held in his hand, 
that Corpus Christi was the extreme western port 
of delivery, and nowhere in the revenue district 
was there any port beyond Corpus Christi. 

Mr. McLANE (Mr. T. yielding for explana- 
tion) was understood to admit that the port of de- 
livery established by this law was at Corpus 
Christi; but there was an inspector of customs 
appointed under the law to reside at Point Isabel, 
on the Rio Grande. 

Mr. THOMPSON replied, that if the President 
had appointed inspectors at Point Isabel he had 
violated the laws. 

Mr. GRINNELL, with the consent of Mr. T., 
remarked, that by an understanding with the mem- 
bers from Texas during the last session, it was 
agreed that the disputed territory should not be 
embraced within these revenue districts. 

Mr. T. resumed, and said the law proves that 
though ports of delivery were established at sever- 
al places, there were none at Point Isabel, nor be- 
yond Corpus Christi. Congress never legislated for 
the disputed territory until after the war was com- 
menced. After the commencement of the war, they 
would find that post routes were established from 
Brazos de Santiago to Point Isabel and Fort Brown. 
Before the war there were none beyond Corpus 
Christi, and hence gentlemen were in error in sup- 
posing that Congress had recognized the disputed 
territory by the establishment of post routes, as 
some had supposed. The post routes established 
since the commencement of the war had been ren- 
dered necessary to facilitate communication with | 
the army. The reason why Congress did not es- 
tablish post routes beyond Corpus Christi was, 
because the county of San Patricio was only ori- 
ginally recognized as extending to the Nueces river; 
but Texas, after she acquired her independence, 
exercised civil jurisdiction beyond it to a short 
distance, so as to embrace Corpus Christi. It was 


| true, however, that since this war had commenced 


she had extended her jurisdiction to the Rio Grande, 
so far as her legislation could do it. This he found, 


| from the Intelligencer of this morning, was attend- 


ed with some embarrassment. The paper to which 


| he referred contained a paragraph, which was in 


these words: 


‘“ From the settlements on the Rio Grande to the county 
seat at Corpus Christi it is full five days’ journey, through 
a wilderness country, almost destitute of water, NOT A HABITA- 
TION IN THE WHOLE DISTANCE, and dangerous to travellers 
on account of the Indians and bands of lawless Mezicans. 
When persons residing on the Rio Grande border of the 
county are cited to appear at Corpus Christi, it takes at 
least two weeks to comply with the citation, besides sub- 
jecting them to the difficulties and dangers of the road.” 


It would be seen, then, that it was an easy mat- 
ter to acquire territory; for, so soon as ‘Texas was 
annexed to the United States, the Texan Congress 
passed an act to extend her boundary to the Rio 


| Grande; and thus it was that the “ stupendous 
_desert’’ was legislated into Texas, and constituted 
'| part of it. This part of the public history of the 


country was perfectly familiar to every gentleman 
to whom he addressed himself; but there were 
some peculiar features of it, growing out of the 
recognition of Texas itself, which show that till 
this war commenced, Texas did not consider her 
title to the Rio Grande to be good. He had here 


| an extract written by one of the Presidents of | 


Texas, who was now sitting as a United States 


| Senator at the other end of the Capitol, which sus- 
|| tained him in this position. 


{Mr. ‘I’. here read several extracts bearing on 
that point, one of which was from a letter written 
by General Hunt to Mr. Forsyth, in which Gen- 


eral Hunt said that Texas had territory estimated 


at 200,000 square miles.] But what was Texas as 
now bounded by the gentlemen around him? A 
territory of 480,000 square miles! From less than 
200,000 square miles she had become a country of 


| 480,000 square miles, although General Hunt, who 


was sent here from Texas after she acquired her 
independence, and after the passage of the act of || 
19th December, 1836, said the extent of her geo- || 
graphical limits was 200,000; that she claimed no |! 
more, and exercised jurisdiction over no more. 
But he had other authority. In 1837, after the 
passage of this act, the Congress of Texas passed 
a resolution to send a flag of truce to treat with the 
Mexican authorities at Brazos Santiago, thus re- || 
cognizing Mexican authority on this side of the | 


| Rio Grande. If they would look at the debates || 
of that time—if they would read the Journal of I 


s 


| States. If they would loo 
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proceedings of the Texan Congress, they would 
find that this now disputed territory was, by all 
parties, acknowledged to be the territory and the 
property of Mexico, and to be in the occupancy 
of the Mexican people. And yet the gentleman 
from Baltimore told them that Mexico had taken 
an offensive position there, and we a defensive one. 
Why, the people who were in the valley of the 
Rio Grande were born there, and reared there. It 
was their home; and they were interfered with in 
their homes by the troops which the President of 
the United States sent there. Talk of those peo- 
ple taking an offensive position! Why, how could 
they offensively occupy a place where they had 
been born and raised, and the possession of which 
they had never yielded up to anybody. The val- 
ley of the Rio Grande was not a part of Texas; 
and the President had no authority to issue the 
order of the 13th January, 1846, sending our troops 
there. He had said, if the history of this annex- 
ation movement was written, it would show that 
it was alla plan of deception from the beginning; 
and that our Government had been plunged into 
this difficulty by a concealment of the truth re- 
garding it. Why, at the very time that we were 
discussing in this country the question of annex- 
ation, and the probabilities of a war which it 
would bring on, our chargé d'affaires to Texas 
had the power in his possession to order American 
troops beyond the line of the United States into 
Texas. He had power to do this before the con- 
summation of annexation. He had authority from 


| the President in his pocket to do that which the 


President himself had no power to do—to march 
the troops of this Union beyond the line of the 
Union. 

Mr. McLANE. Was that a Whig ora Demo- 
cratic President ? 

Mr. THOMPSON. It was the act of John Ty- 
Jer to which you and your party became particeps 
criminis—for when we cast him off as no longer 
worthy of our attention, he became fit material for 
you to use. It was done by the Administration 
of President Tyler, and the present President of 
the United States ratified and confirmed all he had 
done in regard to the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. T. proceeded to say, that the very order of 
the 28th Fa. 1845, which sent General Taylor 
from Fort Towson was issued before the consum- 
mation of annexation. Texas refused to come into 
the Union until she received a secret pledge from 
our chargé d’affaires that we would maintain her 
boundary to the Rio Grande; but no nen ene 
was made known to the people of the United 

k to the letter of Gen- 
eral Houston, some time since published in the 
National Intelligencer, they would learn the fact 


| of this pledge having been given by Mr. Murphy, 
| our chargé to Texas. And who authorized him 
,to make such a pledge? Was he authorized b 


the Constitution, the laws, or the people of the 
United States? No. Yet, that he made that pledge, 
Mr. T. had no sort of doubt. When General 


| Howard, his successor, was called upon to exe- 


cute it, like an honest man, he told them he had 
no power todo so. After his death, Mr. Donel- 
son was sent to do what he refused to do, but the 
people of the United States were at no time in- 
formed of it during those secret negotiations. 
What authority had the President of the United 
States to march our troops to the Rio Grande? If 
the territory belonged to Mexico, and was in the 
ossession of Mexico, he had no right to do so. 
f it was merely disputed territory, he had no right 


(to do so. Even thougu claimed by Texas, the 
| President had no right to do so, for it was occupied 


by Mexican citizens. 
Was it necessary for the defence of the country? 
The gentleman from Maryland said that our troops 


‘| were not marched there until months after General 


Taylor had repeatedly advised and urged the move- 
ment. Now words were very significant things, 


_and a single word might sometimes do much 
| mischief. Other gentlemen had asserted that Gen- 


eral Taylor advised the movement to the Rio 
Grande, but they had not said that he “ repeat- 
edly urged’’ it. Rank injustice had been done to 
that gallant old soldier, for he never either urged 
or “repeated”? his advice of such a movement. 
On the contrary, he retracted the remarks he had 
made on that subject, in his letter of October 4, 
1845. He explained and took them back; and yet 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] arose 
in his place here and said he “ repeatedly urged’’ 
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the marching of the army to the Rio Grande. | 
General Taylor never did positively recommend it; 
he wrote hypothetically when he wrote on the sub- 
ject, and great injustice was done to that distin- 
guished man, who had braved all the dangers of | 
the camp and the field to bring the war to an hon- | 
orable termination, by a charge that he had inter- 
fered with the political policy of the Government. 

Mr. McLANE desired the gentleman from In- 
diana to read an extract from General Taylor’s 
correspondence which he handed to him, to settle 
the question of fact. 

Mr. THOMPSON complied with the request of | 
the gentleman from Maryland, and read from Gen- | 
eral T'aylor’s letter of November 7, 1545, as follows: 

“The position now occupied by the troops may perhaps 
be the best while negotiations are pending; at any rate, 


until a disposition shall be manifested by Mexico to protract | 
. , a | 


them unreasonably.’’ 

“ On the hypothesis of an early adjustment of the bound. | 
ary, and the consequent establishment of permanent fron 
tier posts, T cannot urge too thoroughly upon the department 
the necessity of occupying those posts before the warm 
weather ehall set in.”’ 


Mr. THOMPSON then asked what this amount- 
ed to? It was hypothetical merely. General Tay- 
lor had been informed, both by Mr. Bancroft and 
Mr. Marcy, that his ultimale destination was the 
Rio Grande; and on the hypothesis that the army 
was destined by the Government to occupy that 
territory, he wrote that if it were to be done, for 
certain reasons, it was better that it should be 
done at once. Butas a political recommendation 
to this Government, General Taylor never did 

. make the recommendation that our army should 
be marched to the valley of the Rio Grande. He 
(Mr. T.) could not consent that such an impres- 
sion should be sought to be made without de- 
nial; which denial he now made, and would not 
retract, without evidence greatly more than he had 
seen. 

Mr. T. read sundry extracts from the same let- 
ter, and said that there was no difference of opinion 
as to what that letter contained. He repeated that 
General Taylor’s recommendation was hypotheti- 
cal—only conditional upon the fact that the Gov- 
ernment intended to pursue the policy which had 
been already indicated to him by the Secretaries of 
War and the Navy. 

He then proceeded to say that they had been 
told by gentlemen on this floor, that the refusal of 
the Mexican Government to receive Mr. Slidell, 
justified the movement. There was something 
exceedingly singular in that part of the history of | 
our country. If he understood it, it was this: 
Our Government learned, through Mr. Black, our 
consul, that the Mexican Government would re- 
ceive, not an envoy extraordinary, but a com- 
missioner. Such a commissioner never was sent; | 
but an envoy extraordinary was sent. That min- 
ister was Mr. Slidell, who went to Mexico and 

resented his credentials. He was not received 
xy the administration of Herrera. The refusal 
to receive him was communicated to this Govern- 


ment in a letter of the date of the 27th December, | 
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which was not received here until the 23d Janu- 


ary—ten days after the issuance of the order | 


of the 13th January’to General Taylor. In the 
mean time, this Government had given orders for 
marching our troops to the Rio Grande, and had 
sent our navy to Vera Cruz. He had heard it said 
by gentlemen that this question was not susceptible 
of debate, for that Herrera and Paredes had both 
rejected Mr. Slidell. Now, he found inthe “Union,” 
of February 10, 1846, this paragraph: 

Mr. T.,.read from the Union newspaper of the 
date quoted, a paragraph setting forth that Mr. 
Slidell had not met with the slightest insult, but 
was received into society as an elegant and accom- 
plished gentleman. The paragraph further stated, 
that he had not been received, neither had they 
declined to receive him; and that, judging from ap- 
pearances, there was no reason to believe that he 
would not be as acceptable to the Government of Paredes 
as to that of Herrera. That (said Mr. T.) was 
long after the orders had been issued to General 
Taylor. If they would look at the letter written 
by Mr. Slidell to the President of the United 
States, of the date of the 14th January, one day 
after the issuance of the order to General Taylor— 
that fatal order, which had plunged this country | 
into war—they would find that Mr. Slidell said | 


himself that Paredes was a gentleman, and had |; 
Yet they were told || 


received him as a gentleman. 


by gentlemen on this floor, and by the President 





| out a preamble. 
| was passed, under the pretence that General Tay- | 
‘lor required more men, what did the President | 


|do? Why, instead of going to the defence of Gen- | 


| exists. 
| ment was directed to be administered to the inhab- 
| itants of those countries; and, in case of refusal, they | 


himself, and by his- whole party, that Mr. Slidell 
was rejected by the Mexican Government, and 
that the order was issued in consequence thereof. 
Now, there was nothing in the history of this trans- 
action to sustain that assertion—for it is a mere 
assertion. On the contrary, he believed this Ad- 
ministration did not desire that Mr. Slidell should 
be received; for they had, as it seemed to him, 
deliberately resolved to plunge the country into 
war; and hence it was that this House could not 
get the President to give them the instructions to 
Mr. Slidell. And if any one was honest enough 
and bold enough to call upon the President to give 
them information in relation to the origin of this 
war, he was *“‘giving aid and comfort to the ene- 
my.’? Such was the language used on the other 
side of the House towards gentlemen on this, as 
if that oft-repeated and stereotyped phrase could 
now be dignified by repetition in this Hall. 


They were told at the beginning of the war that | 
we were fighting Mexico because she owes us || 


He feared, if this | 


debts and would not pay them. 
were so, that some of the States of this Union would 
be exposed to the danger of a war. The gentlemen 


from Mississippi and himself and colleagues, per- || 
| haps, might get into a scrape, as well as some on 


this side the mountains, if it were so. 


According to his argument, if Great Britain should 


| declare war because some of our States did not | 
| pay their debts, the war would be just on her 
| part, and unjust on ours. 
| mere pretence. 
| tion was determined to bring on the war, and to do 
| it, they sent Mr. Slidell to Mexico, with the de- 
termination that he should be rejected. 
same time, a fleet was placed in the Gulf, and the | 


he truth was, the Administra- 


army prepared for marching to the Rio Grande. 


If they would look at the reasons for the ultimate | 


rejection of Mr. Slidell, it would be seen that they 


were assigned by Paredes to be that the army was | 


marching into Mexicoon the north, while the navy 


was ready to blockade the Mexican ports on the | 
It was not to be expected that Mexico | 
It was | 


Gulf. 
should treat under such circumstances. 
contrary to the Mexican character that they should 


| be forced to negotiate, and the President knew it. 
And Paredes did notimproperly judge the Admin- | 
istration; for, while a pretended pacificator was | 
sent by our Government to Mexico, provision had | 
| already been made for moving our army to the | 
Mexican frontier, and placing our navy in her | 
ports; which the President must have known | 
In “an. | 
ticipation”? of the rejection of Mr. Slidell, it was | 


would cause the Spanish spirit to rebel. 


said the order was given. Yes; it was designed 
that it should be so; and in anticipation of the de- 
sired result, General Taylor was sent to the Rio 
Grande. Thus the ball was opened. Then came 
that famous act, with a falsehood on its face, de- 
claring that war existed by the act of Mexico, b 

which the minority here were placed in the post- 


tion either to refuse supplies, or to swallow that 


9 


false *‘preamble.’? Under the power which the 


At the | 
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overrun the countries of the East—by which 


| which we may never recover. 


if the fact were as the preamble asserted, what oc- | 


easion was there for the preamble at all? No such || 
| preamble was adopted in 1812. 


Then they were 
content with a simple declaration of war, with- 
But when this act of Congress 


eral Taylor, he organized a portion of the forces | 


»laced at his disposal and sent them to New Mex- 


ico and California, to make conquest of those coun- 
| tries, in violation of the spirit of the Constitution 
and of the letter of the law. 


He sent forces there with instructions to estab- 
lish civil governments, when he had only power to 
hold them, even after conquest, by military govern- 
ment. 
in both New Mexico and California which now 
The oath of allegiance to this Govern- 


The result was the beautiful state of things | 


were to be treated as traitorsand hung. Legislatures | 


were to be organized, officers both appointed and 


elected, and the people directed to vote on the ques- | 


tion of annexation to the United States! And this 

voting, too, be it borne in mind, was to be had un- 

der fear of being charged with treason if they re- 

fused obedience to the laws thus imposed on them 

by the sword. If they should now ask for admis- 
é 


| 
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sion into this Union under these circumstances 
’ 


| we should doubtless be told that they were exceed. 


ingly anxious to be annexed, when the whole, jn 
point of fact, was done by the power of the sword 
—that stern arbiter, which has settled the fate and 
destiny of millions before. 

This was the same power with which Tamerlane 
y » a8 

proved, so many other portions of the 
ave been subdued and desolated. It was the 


histor 
globe h 


| power of the purse and the sword now doing that 


which, under institutions such as ours,was confided 
alone to the people—a power, too, which was exer- 
cised in the name of Democracy, but which was 
used asa deadly stab at the vitals of the nation. § 


oOo 


far as the question of power was concerned, he did 


not care whether Mr. Slidell was or was not reject- 
ed by the Mexican Government. The President 
of the United States was equally guilty of a vio- 
lation of the Constitution of the United States 
when he issued the order of the 13th of January, 
whether Mr. Slidell was or was not rejected. Mr, 
Buchanan, the Secretary of State, pointed out, 
in his letter to Mr. Slidell, the course which the 
Executive ought to have pursued. He said, if 


| Mr. Slidell was finally rejected, he should report 
And even 
the gentleman from Maryland might not escape. | 


that fact to the President, and it would be his duty 
to lay it before Congress. But did he'do it? The 


| Representatives of the people were then sitting in 


this Hall—here was the war-making power of the 


|| Union—here, by their Representatives, were the 
But this was all a | 


people of this country, in whose hands alone were 


these great issues placed by the Constitution, 


Why, then, did not the President pursue the 
course pointed out by the Secretary of State, by 
the Constitution, and by the past practice of the 
Government? It did not answer his designs to do 
so. It would not have comported with those secret 

urposes to which he had already referred. He 
Saeed as sincerely as he believed that we were 
all ultimately responsible to a God of justice, 
that if the people of this Union had not been cun- 
ningly, cautiously, and most studiously deceived 
by the annexation party, they never would have 
consented to annex Texas. It had brought a train 
of calamities along with it, from the effects of 
And now when 
these calamities were coming fast upon us, when 
the storm was gathering over our heads, we were 
told here in Congress—he heard the argument this 
morning—that they must look carefully to ali ex- 
penditures from the Federal treasury, that the 
Administration might have more money to carry 
on the war. Everything connected with the home 
department of this Government was to be treated 
with neglect—their rivers were to be unimproved, 


| their harbors unprovided for, the ordinary ex- 


penses of the Government retrenched, the resources 
of the country undeveloped, the industrial pursuits 
of the people neglected, and everything that tended 
to a nation’s wealth and prosperity abandoned, 


| that millions on millions of money might be ex- 


pended on a war begun and prosecuted under the 


| pretence—to use the language of the gentleman 
rules gave them, the majority forced it down. But || 


from Maryland—that it was our duty to give moral 
and religious institutions to the Mexicans! And 
what were the moral and religious institutions 
which gentlemen were so solicitous to give to Mex- 
ico? With regard to the * moral” institutions we 
were giving to Mexico, he saw an article in this 
morning’s Union, which would perhaps afford 
some light respecting them. ; 
Mr T. read the paragraph referred to, which 
stated that licenses had been issued for three gaming- 
houses in the city of Mexico, at the rate of five 
hundred dollars a month. A most admirable de- 
vice to improve the morals of the Mexican people! 


He had always thought that the Democratic party 
had been ever opposed to monopolies; but here 


they were giving a monopoly to Mexican gam- 
bling-shops, under pretence that it was to levy 
contributions for the support of-the army ! 

Having but a minute left, he would not attempt 
to pursue the subject further, but take occasion 
some other time to do so. 

Mr. RHETT next obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee. [A full report of Mr. R.’s 
speech, revised by himself, will be found in the 
Appendix. ] 

Mr. R. having concluded— 

Mr. GOGGIN obtained the floor; 

Whereupon the committee rose and reported 

rogress, 
a And the House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- | 


rred : 
ay Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: The petition of Don L. Byam and 
3iothers, citizens of Jackson township, Mu-kKingum county, 
Ohio, praying Congress to take such immediate measures as 
are best calculated to put an end to the existing war with 
Mexico; and that our Government make proposals to Mex- 
joo of such terms for peace as shall be just as well as honor 
able; that, as our soldiers have exhibited worthy examples 
of valor, our Government shall exhibit an example of 
American generosity and moderation. 

Rv Mr. GOGGIN: The petition of Edwin Porter, ef Vir- 
ginia, praying for a settlement of his Post Office Department 

ecounts. 
“i Mr. CHAPMAN: The petition of citizens of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for an act of incorporation. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition of the heirs of Jas. 
Conway. 

ty Mr. ROSE: The memorial of the professors and stu- 
dents of the Medical College of Geneva, New York, on the 
disease of the petato. Also, the memorial of the citizens of 
Waterloo, Seneca county, New York, on the disease of the 
potato. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 27, 1848. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
acommunication from the Department of State, 
showing the returns of American seamen regis- 
tered during the year ending the 30th September, 
1847. 

Also, from the War Department, containing a 
report of the expenditures for the contingent ex- 
penses of the military establishment for the year 
1847. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial! from John 
Charles Frémont, praying an investigation, bya 
committee, into claims on the Government, origi- 


nating in California, partly in the establishment of | 


the independence of California, before the war with 
Mexico was known, and partly since in carrying 
on military operations under the authority of the 
United States, and afterwards in s ipporting the 
civil government there. For part of these claims 
the drafis drawn by the petitioner had been pro- 
tested, and for these and other claims the Secretar 

of War had answered that ‘ special legidlation®? 
was necessary. 
present petition was presented, and it asked the 
speedy action of Congress, that the far distant 
claimants might not wait too long for tardy justice. 
The claims were meritorious; they were for per- 
sonal services rendered in war—for supplies fur- 


patriousm and honor. They had given California 
to the United States, and the gift was worth infi- 
nitely more than the cost even when all just claims 
were paid, and all justice done to the settlers. The 
nature and amount of the claims required a careful 
investigation ; the good should be paid at once; 
the bad should be silenced forever; and now is the 
time to do it. The petition asked the establish- 
ment of a commission in California, to audit and 


allow the claims, the amounts to be paid there to | 
the claimants by the proper officers of the pay, the | 
ro and the commissary departments. | 

uditing the accounts there, and payment there, || 
were the great points of security both to the Gov- | 
Nothing should be | 


ernment and the claimants. 
— at Washington to agents or speculators; none 


ut claimants in their own persons should be paid 
at Washington. 


To go to payizg claims here would open the 
door to unbounded fraud, which would not be 


closed in ten, nor*twenty, nor fift ; 

’ y years; he | 
(Mr. B.) believed he might say seventy-five years; 
for Congress was now paying revolutionary claims | 


of that age, and the California claims, if allowed 
to fall into the hands of agents and speculators, 
would be a rich mine to be explored for a long 
time, and the longer the richer, especially after the 
death of Mr. Frémont. The establishment of a 
commission to act on the spot, was the proper way 


to do justice and prevent frauds in future. The 
petition avowed that the petitibner knew almost | 


every transaction on which a liability of the United 
States could arise. Where he did not know the 
transaction himself, he knew the man that did, 
and they could be equally prompt and correct, 
before a commission, in verifying an honest claim, 
and detecting a false one. 


What the petition now specially asked was, that 


the committee to be charged with the question | 


Should take evidence upon the spot, to ascertain 
the general nature and the general amount of the 
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| movement. 


| charged to his operations. 


| property forcibly’? from the people. 


| for improving the condition of t 
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claims, with the view to judge the necessity ofa | power, to interfere with the question of slavery in 


commission and the amount of the appropriation |) 
necessary to be made. For this purpose the peti- || 
tion asked that the testimony of persons now in || 
the city might be taken on oath, and reported to |} 


'e 2 ; ‘wid 
Jongress as a guide to its action. Evidence enough 


was now in the eity to enlighten Congress on these | 
Military and naval officers were now in | 


points, 
the city who knew the general character and the 
probable aggregate amount of these claims. Citi- 
zens of California, of character, and not interested 
in the claims, were also present. Their testimony 
could easily be obtained; and the petition prayed 
thet they should be summoned and examined. 
Mr. b. then presented three reasons why the 
co@rse In settling the claims should be adopted 
which the petition recommends: First, Justice to 


the claimants, who, unless they were paid at home, 


would become the prey of agents and speculators. 


| Secondly, Justice to the United States, which, un- 


less it settled face to face with the claimants, and 
closed up the business at once, would have to pay 
false claims for an indefinite time. 


the false much lower; and, when dependant upon 
vouchers here, the false and the true would be 
about on an equal footing. Thirdly, Justice to Mr. 
Frémont himself. d 
character—one to his purse, the other to his repu- 
tation. He was already under protest for large 


| sums, and expected more—340,000 or $50,000 in 
| the whole. 
| from the inhabitants for the troops under his com- 


He was also liable for what was got 


mand, both under the revolutionary movement for 


| independence, and afterwards, when the war was 
| carried on for the direct benefit of the United States, 


it having also got the benefit of the revolutionary 
Justice to his reputation required the 
course he recommended. In no other way could 
false claims be prevented from rising up to be 
In no other way could 
his reputation be shielded from false accounts, 
founded on false charges of his havine “taken 


Either of 


; ) | these reasons ought to be sufficient to have the 
For this special legislation the || 


commission established, and the business closed 
up at once: the three put together—justice to the 


| claimants, to the public treasury, and to the repu- 
| tation of Mr. Frémont—he (Mr. B.) hoped would 


be sufficient, not merely to secure a reference of 


; , | the petition to the proper committee, (the Military,) 
nished—for sacrifices made, and all in a spirit of || 


but also to authorize the establishment of the com- 
mission which was prayed for. 


The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial from 
the board of manazgers of the American Indian Mis- 
sion Association, asking the adoption of measures 

he various Indian 
tribes; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Indian Affairs. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
the Hon. George Poindexter, asking compensation 
for the occupation and use of his property by vol- 
unteers mustered into the service of the United 
States during the war with Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Reynolds 
May, accompanied by a report; which was order- 
ed to be printed. The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the widows 


, and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines, 


of the brig of war Somers; which was read a first 


; time. 


Mr. YULEE, also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Purser Benjamin J. 
Cahoone; which was read a first time. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. BAGBY said: Mr. President, on Tuesday 


| last ) had the honor to present three resolutions de- 


claratory of certain fundamental principles, with 
respect to the truth and correctness of which, I am 
clearly and without a shadow of doubt thorough! 

convinced. These resolutions, without amend- 
ment, alteration, or modification, contain and ex- 
press the convictions of my most deliberate judg- 
ment, upon the great and delicate questions to 
which they relate. They disclaim and deny the 
power of Congress, and of the treaty-making 


False claims | 
would cost less to the speculator than true ones; || as an amendment, 


| even the true would be gotat half price or less, but |, 





| out the aid of a clerk. 





any State or Territory of this Union, or adopt any 
limitation, prohibition, or restriction, in regard to 
slavery in any territory hereafter acquired. So 
far, so good. It has occurred to me, upon reflec- 
tion, however, that they do not protect all the 
points I intended to secure. I hold in my hand 
an additional resolution, which, I think, is neces- 
sary in order to complete the series, and which is 
intended to negative the idea entertained in quar- 


| ters entitled to great respect, that there is a power 
|| in the inhabitants of the territory to exclude slave- 


ry. The resolution I hold in my hand, declares 


| that there is no such power in the legislature or 


the people of a territory; that they possess no po- 
litical power, except such as is conferred upon 
them by the act of Congress authorizing them to 
form a territorial government; and that, inasmuch 
as Congress does not possess this power, they 
cannot delegate it to the territories, or the inhab- 
itants thereof. Task, sir, that this resolution be 
laid upon the table, and printed; and when my 
original resolutions are taken up, I shall move it 


Mr.-BAGBY then submitted the following reso- 
lution, which he desired to have printed and ap- 
pended to those he had submitted some days 


| since : 
This justice was of a twofold || 


Resolved, That neither the people nor the Legislature ofa 
Territory have any constitutional power to exclude slavery 
from such Territory; and that the people or Legislature of a 
Territory possess ne other political power than such as is 


| delegated to them by Congress in the act authorizing them 
| to forma territorial government. 
| gress has no power to exclude or prohibitslavery in any ter 


And inasmuch as Con- 


ritory ofthe United States, they cannot delegate such a power 
to the Legislature of a Territory or the people thereof. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNS, it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


| structed to inquire whether, by the provisions of the 5th sec- 


tion of the act of 4th September, 1841, entitled “ An act to 
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and 
to grant preémption rights,’ the right of preémption was 
suspended by the commencement of hostilities with Mexico; 
and if so in the epinion of the committee, then to report a 
bill to revive said right of preémption to confirm all claims 
that have been allowed by the officers of the Land Office un- 
der the law as originally passed, and to report by bill or 
otherwize. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Cameron some days since, was taken up for con- 
sideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be authorized 
to employ a clerk, to whom the usual per diem compensa- 
tion shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 


Mr. CAMERON stated that the committee 
were entirely unable to discharge their duties with- 
The new law in reference 
to the execution of the public printing had devolved 
an immense amount of labor upon the committee, 
rendering the assistance which was asked alto- 
gether indispensable. 

Mr. CLAYTON did not exactly understand 
why the Committee on Printing should have a 
clerk, when other committees, whose labors were 
arduous, were not allowed that assistance. He 
believed that the Committee on Claims was the 
only committee which was allowed a clerk; but, as 
all knew, the amount of business devolving on that 
committee was very great, and much writing had 
to be done. 

Mr. CAMERON said that he had not antici- 

ated the opposition of the Senator from Delaware. 

e would read a portion of the law relative to the 
public printing, from which his friend from Dela- 
ware would at once perceive that it was necessary 
that the committee should havea clerk. It was 
their duty to audit the accounts of the contractors 
for the public printing, and it was necessary to 
keep aset of books. So onerous indeed were the 
duties which this committee were called on to dis- 
charge, that the gentleman who had been appointed 
chairman of the committee at the commencement 
of the session, had declined serving, and his suc- 
cessor now talked of declining also. He felt 
assured that when the Senator from Delaware un- 
derstood the real state of the case, he would not 
ofer any opposition to the resolution 

Mr. CLAYTON replied that the argument ad- 
duced in favor of the appointment of a clerk for 
the Committee on Printing, applied with equal 
force to all other committees of that body, espe- 
cially to the committee whose duty it was to audit 
the accounts of the Senate. It was an innovation; 
and with all deference to the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, he could hardly suppose that there could 
be writing enough in that committee to justify the 
appointment of a clerk. If the committee were 
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allowed a clerk, the other committees would, in all 
robability, also be eventually supplied with clerks. 
t appeared to him that the necessity of the case 
was not such as to justify the appointment of this 
clerk, and therefore he must oppose the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. CAMERON thought that the Senator from 
Delaware must have forgotten that this was a new 
committee, acting under the new arrangement for 
the public printing, the entire supervision of which 
devolved on them. Already there were great com- 
slaints about the manner in which the work had 
cen executed. If the Senate thought proper to 
refuse the clerk, he said that he wouid be obliged 
to decline serving on the commitiee. 

Mr. CLAYTON suggested that the resolution 
might be allowed to lie over informally tll an op- 
portunity had been afforded for further investiga- 
tion of the subject. Lf now driven to a vote, he 
must vote against the resolution. 

Mr. CAMERON said that he preferred a divi- 
sion on the question now. 

The question was then put, and on a division— 
twenty voting in the affirmative, noes not counted— 
the resolution was adopted. 


JESSE E. DOW. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Dickinson on the 
20th instant, and it was agreed to: 
Resolved, That Jesse E. Dow be admitted to a seat in 


the reporter’s gallery, from which he was excluded by an 
order of the Senate of 16th March, 1846. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr, Asnxey on the 19th 
instant; which was modified by the mover so as to 
read as follows: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into, and report to the Senate, the manner in 


which the printing of the Senate has been executed; whetier 
it hus been done in contormity with the terms of the con 


tracts, either as to the quality of the paper and size of the | 


pages furnished, or the manner in which the printing has 
been done ; also, that they inquire and report whether the 
documents printed and distributed by the printers to Con- 
gress are correctly printed from the originals sent to their 
offices, 

Mr. DICKINSON asked whether the law on 
the subject of the public printing could be strength- 
ened by the passage of any resolution? The law 
required that the Committee on Printing should 
perform the very duty which this resolution pre- 
scribed, and therefore it appeared to him that this 
resolution was altogether unnecessary. 

Mr. ASHLEY remarked that he had received 
an anonymous communication, pointing out up- 
wards of twenty mistakes in two pages of the 
document containing the President’s message. 
Finding that the statement thus communicated 
to him was correct, he had felt it to be his duty to 
introduce the resolution. He did not, of course, 
wish to deal at all unjustly or unkindly with the 
contractors for the public printing, or indeed to 
make any exposé, but only asked the committee to 
inquire and report whether the work had been 
properly executed. He hoped that the resolution 
would be passed. 

Mr. CAMERON observed that he was not 
neo when the Senator from Arkansas rose, 

ut he would merely remark that the committee 
had directed their attention to the subject to which 
that resolution referred. The committee had been 
informed yesterday by the contractor, that the 
paper which had been used thus far was not of 
the quality ordered by him; the parties with whom 
he had made the contract for paper having failed 
to fulfil their engagement. If the printer did not 
amend in the course of the work, the committee 
would introduce a proposition adapted to the case, 
for the action of the Senate. They entertained 
great hopes, however, that there would be an im- 
provement in the execution of the work. He 
would add, that there should be allowances made 
in this case. The organization of so large an 
establishment, in which, he believed, no less than 
one hundred and twenty persons were employed, 
was an undertaking of considerable difficulty, and 
it could hardly be expected that all the details 
could be so completed at once as to ensure per- 
fection in the work to be executed. As for him- 
self, he had not a very favorable opinion of the 
new mode of executing the public printing, and 


4 


he had opposed the passage of the law authorizing 
it to be done in this way. He was of opinion 
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been done more economically, and in superior 


_whose duty it was to audit the accounts of the 


| he gave when the proposition to have the public 
| printing executed by contract was first made. He 


| execute it ina bungling manner, and delay it so 
' as to retard the public business. He was perfectly 


_rated from the public press, and altogether free 


that under the former system the work would have |) from the inconveniences of the paltry huckstering 





style; still it was proper that just allowances 
should be made for the difficulties under which the 
contractors labored, and that the best should be 
made of the new system. 

Mr. DICKINSON said that he had a very good | 
opinidn of the new mode of executing the public 
printing, and regarded the principle established by 
it as eminently just and proper. It had broken up 
the old corrupt system of monopoly, by which 
large fortunes had been accumulated in a year or 
two out of the public purse. He believed that it 
had thus far been eminently successful, though its 
working was not entirely perfect. The Senator 
from Arkansas had stated that he had receiged | 
complaints with regard to the execution of The 
public printing, through an anonymous source. | 
He (Mr. D.) would not insinuate that business 
competition had something to do with that com- 
munication; but he would take the liberty of re- 
minding the Senator of the excellent suggestion 
made by a member of the Irish Parliament, that 
every anonymous author should be obliged to | 
subscribe his name to his work. As to typo- | 
graphical errors, the documents printed under the | 
former system have not been exempt from them. | 
If the new establishment, when once fully organ- 
ized, prove inadequate or inattentive, let it be dealt | 
with as severely as the law requires. But he | 
hoped that at least a fair trial would be allowed 
the new system; and he did not doubt that, under | 
the supervision of the committee charged with the 
bj 1 fair trial would be given to it. 
Mr. NILES remarked, that the joint committee 
appointed for the supervision of the public print- 
ing had no authority to pass the accounts of the 
contractors. It was the duty of the committee in 
each Hlouse to examine these accounts; and, asa 
member of the Senate committee, he wished to 
say, that unless the printing were executed sub- 
stantially in conformity with the contracts—which 
it had not been thus far, as he had been informed— 
the accounts of the contractors would not be passed | 
by that committee. Formerly the printing had | 
been well executed—executed in good style, with | 
promptitude: that did not appear to be the case at | 
present. The whole subject, however, would 
come under the supervision of the committee, 


et 


contractors. 

Mr. ASHLEY said, he certainly had not sup- 
posed that his resolution would have given rise to 
debate. The Senator from New York had entirely 
misapprehended his remark with regard to the 
anonymous communication. He had not acted 
on this communication; and it had only directed 
his attention to the matter. On examination, he 
had found that pages 800 and 803 of the document 
referred to were so marred by errors of the press 
as to require translation into plain English in order 
to be understood. It was discreditable to file such 
documents. The excuse which the contractors 
had offered relative to the quality of the paper 
they had used did not afford any explanation of | 
these typographical errors. He did not know any | 
of the parties who had contracted to do the work, 
and would not have moved in the matter, had not 
his attention been directed to it by the communi- 
cation to which he had referred, the allegations 
in which he had ascertained to be correct. He 
found that not only in the quality of the paper, 
but also in the size of the page, there was a de- | 
parture from the terms of the contract. There 
was a diminution in the size of the page to the 
extent of seven or eight per cent. He hoped that 
the resolution would be at once passed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said that he believed he had 
reason to congratulate himself on the vote which 


had protested against it then, and predicted that 
the very state of things now presented would oc- 
cur aaa in the first session of Congress. But he 
was willing to lend his aid to any judicious move- 
ment for separating the public: printing from the 

ublic press, although opposed to the idea of | 


1uckstering it out to the lowest bidder, who would 


satisfied that they never would have the public 
a properly executed until they had a pub- 
ishing office under the control of Congress, sepa- 
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system of giving it out by contract. He wae 
aware that this system would incur the objection 
that it would increase the patronage of Concress. 
but he was prepared to show that it was the only 
mode in which the public printing could be at once 
economically and properly executed. With re. 
gard to the nant contractors, he did not blame 
them. The documents annexed to the President’s 
message are this year exceedingly voluminous: 
they were five times the size of those of former 
years. It was utterly impossible for the contract. 
ors to avoid delay in farnishing these documents, 
If they had had a public printing office, they could 
have had the work done at the end of the firs; 
week of the session. But the contractors could 
not have furnished it promptly without losing al] 
their profits, and thirty or forty thousand dollars 
besides. As it was, he believed they would lose 
by their contract. He thought Congress were as 
much to blame as the contractors. It was quite 
true that many errors of the press had occurred jn 
the documents; but he would appeal to the chair. 
man of the Committee on Printing—himself a 
practical printer—whether these imperfections in 
the work were not attributable to the cirecum- 
stances under which it was executed. He did not 
see any necessity for the resolution. The con- 
tractors themselves were much annoyed by the 
difficulties in which they were placed, and Con- 
gress certainly ought to treat them in a spirit of 
liberality. 

Mr. CAMERON remarked, that the Senator 
from Arkansas had been appointed a —mber of 
the Committee on Printing, but had not yet attend- 
ed any of its meetings. The Committee would 
have been very happy to have had the opportunity 
of availing themselves of his services. he reso- 
lution, he repeated, could not do any good; the 
committee were already acting in the matter. He 
thought it was reasonable that the contractors 
should be allowed a few days to complete their 
arrangements. It was true, the work had thus 
far been imperfectly executed. But there were 
two sides to the question ; as had been remarked, 
the documents were this year very voluminous, 
The President’s message and accompanying docu- 
ments amounted to seventeen hundred pages, 
whilst hitherto they had not exceeded eight hun- 
dred pages. Besides, there appeared to be a coni- 
bination in the District against the contractors. 
Everybody connected with printing in the city 
seemed to have, in some degree, combined against 
them. The contractors, therefore, had a right to 
some sympathy; still he was for keeping them to 
their contract, although he believed the price to be 
too low. Common kindness required that they 
should deal liberally with the contractors, and at 
least give them the opportunity of making such 
arrangements as would enable them to execute the 
work hereafter more perfectly than it had been 
done. 

Mr. ASHLEY explained that he had been 
appointed on the committee without his knowl- 
edge, and after the introduction of his resolution. 
He still insisted on the passage of the resolu- 
tion, which, he remarked, went further than the 
law. 

Mr. TURNEY said that he was at a loss to un- 
derstand the remarks which had been urged in 
extenuation of the manner in which the public 
printing had Leen executed. It was admitted on 
all hands that the work had not been properly 
executed, but it was alleged that the contractors 
had been placed in circumstances of great difficulty 
and embarrassment. Well, certainly they had 
been placed in that situation by their own act, and 
he could not see with what propriety that could be 
presented as an excuse for har failure to comply 
with the terms of the contract. He hoped that the 
resolution would be adopted. 

Mr. CASS suggested, that as the hour for taking 
up the special order had already passed, this reso- 
lution should be passed over. ; 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was adopted. 





MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Warxer, his Secretary, 
announcing that he had approved and signed, on 
the 26th instant, “ An act concerning certain collec- 
tion districts, and for other purposes; and ‘* An act 


‘to provide clothing for volunteers in the service of 


' the United States.”’ 











1848. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BENTON asked and obtained leave to | 
jptroduce a bill to amend the 65th and the 91st 
articles of war, in relation to the practice of courts 
martial and courts of inquiry in the army of the 
United States; which was read twice, and referred | 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

(This bill provides that the above-mentioned | 
articles shall be so amended— 

jst. That all deliberations and proceedings in 
courts martial and courts of inquiry shall be in 
open and public session. ' 

94. The accused shall have a right to counsel. 

3d. That all evidence and any paper offered and 
rejected by decision of the court shall be entered 
in an appendix at the request of the party offering 
the same, for the consideration of the revising 
authority. 

4th. That all questions to the admissibility of 
evidence or papers shall be open to objection be- 
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recommendation that it be referred to the Commit- || On motion of Mr. HALL, of New York, 


|| for the purpose of entering the same on the Jour- 





fore being decided upon. 

5th. That in all decisions and in all the findings 
of the court, the yeas and nays, upon the demand 
of the minority, shall be entered on record.] 


On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 
yroceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Vhole, the bill granting compensation to Samuel 

Leech, for services in investigating suspended sales | 
in the Mineral Point land district, in the State of 
Wisconsin; and no amendment having been offered, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and was sub- 
sequently read a third time and passed. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force. 

Mr. PHELPS addressed the Senate, and, before 
concluding, the usual hour of adjournment having 
arrived, gave way to a motion to adjourn; and 

The Senate adjourned. _ . 

[A full report of Mr. P.’s speech will be found 
in the Appendix.] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 28, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. DANIEL moveil to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was yesterday passed autho- 
rizing the Clerk to employ James Somme of Wash- 
ington, to compile a statement of all the claims that 
have been beds Congress from the 14th to the 
29th Cengress inclusive, showing the names of the 
claimants, the action of Congress thereon, &c. 

After some remarks by Mr. DANIEL, in sup- 
port of his motion, and by Mr. ROCKWELL, of 
Connecticut, in opposition— 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table; which motion was decided 
in the affirmative: Yeas 89, nays 87. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecti- 
cut, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on private bills, (Mr. McC.exianp, of 
Mithigan, in the chair.) 

The following bills were taken up, considered, 
and laid aside to be reported to the House: 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
James Brown; ; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Quinn; 

A bill for the relief of George Newton; 

A bill for the relief of Russell Goss; 

A bill for the relief of Alborne Allen. 


The following bills were taken up, and, being 
objected to, were laid aside: 

A bill for the relief of Mary Brown, widow of 
Jacob Brown; 

Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Paul Jones; 

A bill directing the mode of settling the claims 
of Charles G. Ridgley; 

A bill for the relief of William Culver; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Robinson; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Cla per; 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Harriet ey; 

A bill for the relief of Anthony Walter Bayard; 

A bill for the relief of Calvin Piigiear: 

A bill for the relief of Henry M. Shreve. 

The bill to provide for additional examiners in 
the Patent Office was taken up, and, on motion, it 
was ordered to be reported to the House, with the 
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tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

_Mr. SAWYER here moved that the committee 
rise and report; and, on a division of the question, | 
no —— voted, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the 126th rule of the House be enforced, which re- 
quires the Chairman, whenever the committee finds 

itself without a quorum, to have the roll called, 
and report the names of the absentees to the 
aes which names are to be entered on the Jour- 
nal, 
The CHAIRMAN accordingly ordered the roll 
_ to be called; when it appeared that 158 members 
answered to their names. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman 

reported the names of the absentees to the House, 


Resolved, That the Secretary or Register of the Treasury 
| shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to annex to the annual 
report of the Register of the Treasury on the commerce and 
navigation of the United States, the statement or report of 
the collector of customs of the commerce, tonnage, and 
business of the port or district of Butlalo Creek, which was 
received at the Treasury Department on or about the 13th 
day of December last, and too late to be included in the said 
annual report of the Register of the Treasury, and that said 
statement or report of the said collector shall be printed 
with and be annexed to the said copies of said report of the 
Register of the Treasury, heretofore ordered to be printed 
for the use of this House. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

By Mr. DUER: A bill to alter the terms of the 
circuit and district courts of the United States 
for the northern district of New York. Referred 
| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

_ By Mr. McCLERNAND: A Dill to establish a 
national armory at Fort Massac, in Illinois. Read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, an act of the Legislature of Illinois and 
the petitions received during the last Congress, 
upon the same subject, were referred to the same 
committee. 


| nal as required by the rule. 

The committee then again resumed its session; 
when the following bills were taken up, and, be- 
ing objected to, were laid aside, viz: 

A bill for the relief of John Anderson, of Mis- 
sourt; 

A bill for the relief of William Hogan, admin- 
| istrator of Michael Hogan, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
| of John Snyder, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Regnal alias Nick Hillary; 

A bill for the relief of James McAvoy; 

A bill for the relief of Barclay & Livingston, 


| PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. COCKE rose to make a personal explana- 
tion. Leave being granted by the House— 
Mr. C. proceeded to say, that a few days since, 
in replying to some of the remarks of his colleague 
| over the way, [Mr. Anprew Jonnson,] he found 
and Smith, Thurgar & Co.; himself reported as saying, that ‘* he had not been 
A bill for the relief of the legal heirs and repre- || ‘aware of the existence of such a state of things; 
sentatives of Nathaniel Cox, deceased, formerly | ‘he was not a frequenter of such places; and 
navy agent at New Orleans; ‘ therefore had no personal knowledge on the sub- 
A bill for the relief of Charles Benns; | * ject; but they had received the information from 
A bill for the relief of John W. Hockett; ‘his colleague, who must have visited them, he 
A bill for the relief of William Ralston. ee oF he would not have acquired that 
A bill giving further time for satisfying claims || “ formation. ; 7 
for bounty lands, and for other caenmnne was Now, Mr. C. felt it to be due to his ripe yo 
taken up; and, on motion, it was ordered to be re- here to say, that he had no knowledge at ell of his 
| ported to the House with a recommendation that | Colleague’s having been in the habit of vo mgr | 
it be referred to the Committee of the Whole on || places of the description named; what he ha 
the state of the Union. said was in mere pleasantry, and intended by way 
A large number of other bills were taken up and | of repartee. If his colleague was seeuieener 
read, but, the reports accompanying them not be- | frequent places of the sort he ee e ‘ - 
ing printed, they were informally laid aside. C. had no knowledge of it, nor ha e oh ea 
The committee then rose and reported to the |, Of any such thing. Lest, however, he might unin- 
House : : | tentionally have done his colleague injustice, or in 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of | a way injured his feelings or ree ae he 
James Brown; ‘volunteered this explanation, which he hoped 
A bill for the relief of Edward Quinn; oe vos any — em 5 from the mind 
ill for the relief of George Newton ; 1is colleague or of any other person. 
A bil for ne relief of Russell Goss ; Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, replied, that he 
A bill for the relief of Alborne Allen: ' was well satisfied with the explanation which had 
which several bills were ordered to be engrossed || been made. A consciousness of his own course 
and read a third time; and were engrossed, read a || Of conduct, as well as the amicable relations 
| third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- | which had always subsisted between his colleague 
currence. ‘| and himself, convinced him that nothing offensive 
The CHAIRMAN also reported that the Com- || oF injurious could have been intended in the re- 
mittee of the Whole had directed him to report to || marks he had made. He had looked upon what 
the House, with the recommendation that they be || had occurred, at the time and since, as a mere 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || playful repartee, not intended to injure him, or be 





state of the Union— } seriously understood by any one. 
The bill to provide for additional examiners in | Mr. COCKE added, that he had hoped that Get 
the Patent Office; and i| — of his remarks would not have been pub- 
The bill giving further time for satisfying claims || lished in the report of his speech, and he regretted 


for bounty lands, and for other purposes. || that they had been. : 

The said bills were accordingly committed to | Mr. OCKWELL, of ae ro that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || the House do now adjourn. Disagreed to. 
Union. EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mr. SIMS moved to discharge the Committee | The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
of the Whole from the bill to authorize attach- || lowing Executive communications: 
ments on mesne process in the county of Wash- || 4 ¢ommunication from the Secretary of State, 
ington, in the District of Columbia, and to provide || transmitting, in compliance with the act of March 
more speedy and effectual legal remedies in said || 9, 1799, an abstract of the returns made to the de- 
District, and for other purposes, and that said bill || partment by the collectors of customs, pursuant 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 5, the act of May 28, 1796, for the relief and pro- 
state of the Union. Agreed to. | tection of American seamen, showing the number 

On motion of Mr. ROOT, the House resolved || of seamen registered in each port of entry of the 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state || United Sates for the year ending the 30th of Sep- 
of the Union, (Mr. J. R. Incersoit, of Pennsylva- || tember, 1847. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
nia, in the chair,) on the President’s message, and || merce. 
the resolutions referring the same to appropriate || A communication of the eee: of War, 
committees. '| transmitting, in conformity with the fifth section 

Mr. GOGGIN, being entitled to the floor, said, || of the act of March 3, 1809, a statement of the 
as this was one of the days set apart by the rules | expenditures, during the year 1847, from = ap- 
of the House for the consideration of private bills, || propriation for contingent expenses of the mi ay 
he had come to the House unprepared to make any || establishment. Referred to the Committee on Ex- 
remarks, and he therefore moved that the commit- penditures in the War Department. 
tee rise. Agreed to. 1 Mr. WHITE asked the unanimous consent of 


The committee rose and reported progress. the House to introduce a resolution. Objected to. 
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NOTICES OF BILLS. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. BOWLIN gave notice of a motion for leave | 


to introduce a bill to amend an act entitled * An 


act to provide for the better security of the lives | 


of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam,’ approved July 9, 
1838; and a bill to ascertain and fix the fees taxable 
in favor of the attorney of the United States for 


Missouri, for services rendered in the Circuit Court 


of the United States for the district of Missouri. 
Mr. SLINGERLAND gave notice of a motion 


for leave to introduce a bill making appropriations | 


to improve and remove the obstructions to the 


the city of Albany, in the State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. J. 
usual number of the annual message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the bill 
from the Senate to provide for the compensation 
of Samuel Leech for services in the investigation 
of suspended sales in the Mimeral Point district, 


Wisconsin, was taken up, read, and referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. J. 
House proceeded to consider the bill from the Sen- 


ate entitled ** An act supplementary to the act enti- | 
PI y 


tled ‘ An act to regulate the exercise of the appellate 


R. INGERSOLL, the 


R. INGERSOLL, the | 





jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in certain cases, | 
and for other purposes ;’ ’’ to which the following | 
amendment, reported by the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, was pending, viz: Strike out after the en- || 


acting clause, and insert: 
“That all and simgular the provisions of the act to which 
this is a supplement, so far as may be, shail be, and they 


hereby are, nade applicable to all cases which were pending | 


in the supreme or other superior courts of and for the late 
Territory of Lowa, at the time the said Territory was admit 
ted into the Union as a State, and to all cases in which 


jndgments or decrees have been rendered in said supreme 


or superior court of the said late Territory of Iowa, and not 
hitherto removed as aforesaid by writ of error or appeal. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and singular | 
the provisions of the said act to which this is a supplement, | 


a0 far as may be, shall be, and they hereby are, made appii- 


cable to all cases which may be pending in the supreme or | 


other superior court of and for any Territory of the United 


Btates which may hereafter be admitted as a State into the | 


Union at the time of its admission, and to all cases in which 


judgments or decrees shall have been rendered in such su- | 
preme or superior court, at the time of such admission, and 


not previously removed by writ of error or appeal.’’ 


Mr. HALL moved to amend the amendment by | 


inserting between the word ‘ act,’* where it first 
occurs, and the words *‘ to which,” the words en- 
titled “* An act to regulate the exercise of the appel- 


late jurisdiction of the supreme court in certain | 


cases, and for other purposes,’’ approved Febru- 
ary 22, 1847. 
‘The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, moved further to 
amend the amendment: 

§* nd be it further enacted, Vhat all cases, together with 
all process, records, orders, judgments, decrees, and pro- 
ceedings, of Federal character or jurisdiction, and notlegally 
transferred to the State courts of the State of lowa, pending 

rior to and at the time of the admission of the said State of 

owa into the Union, in the district or supreme courts of the 
said Territory of lowa, are hereby transferred to the district 
court of the United States for the district of lowa: and it 
shall be the duty of the respective clerks of the said courts 
of the said Territory of Lowa, or their successors in office, 
with whom the records and proceedings of said cases may 
be found, upon application by any person or persons inter- 
ested therein, to make and certify a full and complete copy 
of the records thereof, and transmit the same, together with 
all the original process, pleadings, and other papers filed in 
such case or cases, and which may be removed without mu- 
tilating the records of said courts, to the clerk of the said 
district court of the United States; and when the said 
records, papers, and proceedings shall be thus certified to 
the said last-mentioned court, its jurisdiction shall be deem- 
ed as full and complete as that of the court in which the 
said case originated had been prior to the said admission of 
the State of Lowa, or as if the said case had been originally 
instituted in said district court of the United States.” 


This amendment was agreed to. 


The question was then put on the amendment to 
the Senate bill as amended, and it was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was then read a third time 
and passed, and returned to the Senate for concur- 
rence in said amendment. 

Mr. HENLEY moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table, and that the message from the President of 
the United States in relation to the return of General 
Santa Anna to Mexico, and the instructions to 
Mr. Slidell, &c., be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Pending which motion, 

The Bouse adjourned. 





| and 42 others, citizens of New York. 








PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The memorial of Dr. | 
Hartwell Carver, praying for a charter to build a railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of W. H. Haley and 
others, citizens of Warren, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying 
for peace with Mexico. 

By Mr. SLINGERLAND: A petition of Daniel Palmer 
Daniel Palmer, at | 
the early age of seventeen years, volunteered in the service 
of his country in the late war between the United States 
and Great Britain; in that war he was deprived of his right 
leg; since that time he had been allowed a trifling pension, | 


navigation of the Hudson river, above and below || U"t! he enlisted in the Mexican war; and now he prays 


Congress to allow him bis pension that was suspended while | 


| he was enlisted in the Mexican war; also, to allow him 


bounty for his land or treasury serip, amounting in all to | 
$169. Also, a petition of Colonel H. W. Dobbin and many | 
of the general officers under whom he served in the late war | 
with Great Britain, praying Congress to grant him a pension 
for his services in the late war with Great Britain. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 28, 1848. 


Mr. GREENE presented a resolution from the 
Legislature of Rhode Island and Providence Plant- 
ations, instructing her Senators, &c., to oppose 
any proposition to lay a tax on tea and coffee; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from 
citizens of Appalachicola, in the State of Florida, 
praying that Mount Vernon may be purchased by || 
the United States. 

Mr. W. stated, that he understood that there 
were similar petitions, signed by some three hun- | 
dred thousand persons, in the hands of other Sen- | 
ators, who were waiting an opportunity to present | 
them. Until these petitions were before the Sen- | 
ate, the best disposition to be made of the one he | 
now presented would be to let it lie on the table. 

The petition was then laid on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Messrs. Cook, Anthony, Mahon, and 
others; which was read a first time. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- | 
brary, reported a bill to authorize the purchase of | 
the papers of Alexander Hamilton; which was | 
read a first time. 

Several adverse reports were considered and | 
agreed to. 

BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. RUSK, on leave, introduced a bill to au- | 
thorize the President to increase the naval estab- | 
lishment of the United States; which was read | 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 


| 


} 


| 
RESOLUTIONS. | 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- | 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- | 
tion for the construction of a light-house on Raccoon Point, 
Dernier Isle, in the State of Louisiana; and into the expe- 
diency of an appropriation for a floating light in Atchafaleya 
bay, State of Louisiana. 


Mr. MILLER submitted the following resolu- || 
tion; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether he has caused to be 
laid and collected any taxes, duties or imposts, upon goods 
and merchandise belonging to citizens of the United States, 
exported by such citizens from the United States to Mexico; 
and also what is the rate of such duties, and what amount | 
has been collected; and also by what authority the same | 
have been laid and collected. 

The resolution submitted some time since by | 
Mr. Hannecan, for the appointment of a select | 
committee to examine in what manner the monu- 
ments erected to deceased Senators had been con- || 
structed and preserved, was taken up and agreed | 
to. 1 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the commit- | 
tee was ordered to consist of five members, to be | 
appointed by the Vice President. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. | 
Hawnecan, Manoum, Hunter, Crirrenpen, and | 
Dove.as, to compose said committee. |! 


GENERAL ORDERS. | 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, a bill to authorize } 
the settlement of the accounts of Joseph Nourse, 
deceased, was taken up. The bill was then read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. No amendment being offered, the bill |) 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was then read a third time, and passed. 


GLOBE. 


of Richard Bioss and others, was taken up. Te 
bill was then read a second time, and was consiq. 
ered as in Committee of the Whole; an amend. 
ment reported by the committee was agreed to 
and the bill was reported as amended. The amend. 
ment was concurred in, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was then 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, a 
bill making further provision for the survivine 
widows of the soldiers of the Revolution was taken 
up. The bill was then read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. No 
amendment being offered, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and was then 
read a third time and passed. 

On motionof Mr. TURNEY, the Senate ye. 


|| sumed the consideration of the bill further to ex. 
|| tend the patent of Jethro Wood. 


Mr. BALDWIN, having withdrawn the amend. 
ment previously submitted by him, moved the fol- 
lowing proviso, to come in at the end of the bill ; 


Provided, nevertheless, That the owner of any plough here- 
tofore constructed on the principle of said invention, or his 
assigns, shall continue to have the same right to use and dis. 
pose of such plough for use, that he or they would have had 
if this act had not been passed. 


The bill was then passed over informally. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bil] 


_ to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
| force. 


Mr. CASS. Ihave been desired to state that 
it is the wish of my friends on this side of the 
Chamber, that this dda should be brought to a 
close within the most reasonable time. There is 
no disposition on this side of the Chamber to in- 
terfere in the slightest degree with the freedom of 
debate, or to prevent the fullest expression of opin- 
ion on the part of every member of the Senate; but 
we believe that it is very important that the debate 
on this subject should be speedily brought to a 
close. There are other important measures which 
await the action of this body, which must neces- 
sarily be delayed till this bill be disposed of. It 
has occurred to us that hereafter, every gentleman 
who addresses the Senate on this bill, should ter- 
minate his speech on the same day. We will have 
great pleasure in sitting as late as may be neces- 
sary; but we do hope that no Senator will here- 
after occupy more than one day. Iam requested, 
further, to state, that it is our hope that this debate 
may be brought to a close, if not at the end of next 
week, as early in the week after as possible. 

Mr. PHELPS then resumed and concluded his 
remarks. [A report of Mr. P.’s speech will be 


| found in the Appendix.] 


Mr. DOWNS then obtained the floor, and the 


| Senate proceeded to the consideration of execu- 
| tive business; and, after some time spent therein, 


the doors were re-opened, and 
The Senate adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Saturpay, January 29, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approyed. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 


| usual resolution terminating the debate on the bill 


for the relief of Mary Brown, widow of Jacob 
Brown, in ten minutes after the House shall again 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. Disagreed to. ; 

The question was then put on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

DEFINITE APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian Department and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with the various Indian tribes for the year ending 
June 30, 1849. Read and committed. 

Also, a bill to supply deficiencies in the appro- 

riations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
y une 30, 1848. 

Mr. V. said, that before the vote was taken on 
the motion to commit the bill, he desired to state 
that he should call it up for the action of the House 
upon it as soon as the bill and the papers which 
accompanied it could be prifted. It proposed to 
appropriate a large sum of money, between twelve 
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sion of Congress for t 


rent fiscal year. ; ‘ 
the necessity of prompt action upon it, as seven 


months of the year had already passed away. 


1 thirteen millions of dollars, in addition to a | 
million appropriated early in the session, to supply || 
the deficiency in the apnea of the last ses- | 
1e expenses of the now cur- | 
The House would, therefore, see | 


The Committee of Ways and Means had been | 


revented from reporting this bill at an earlier da 
by circumstances not under its own control. It 
will be recollected, that at the beginning of the ses- 


sion a million of dollars was appropriated to meet | 
the immediate wants of the department until the | 


residue of the deficiency could be inquired into. 
On looking into the estimates, it was found that 
the Paymaster General had reported to the Secre- 
tary of War, at the commencement of the session, 
that he could not estimate for the deficiency in his 


department till he received further returns from | 


Mexico. ; 
War transmitted to the committee the Paymaster’s 


estimate of the deficiency in that branch of the ser- | 


yice, amounting to three million seven hundred 
and seventy-one thousand dollars. It was laid be- 
fore the committee the day after its receipt; but as 
it was not accompanied by a detailed statement of 
the items, the committee directed him to write to 
the Secretary of War for such a statement, both 
from the Paymaster and Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ments. He believed every diligence and effort had 
been used by the department to comply with the 
call of the committee at as early a day as practica- 
ble, but it was not till within the present week that 
the information had been received by the com- 
mittee. 

There was another bill, also, which required the 
prompt attention of the House, and which he would 
avail himself of this occasion to give notice of his 
intention to call up at an early day. He had re- 
ference to the loan bill. He had imagined that 
the fortunate discovery of an error, which showed 
there were inthe treasury near seven millions of 
means at its command more than was supposed to 
exist there, had obviated the necessity of immediate 
action on that bill. “But two days ago he had re- 
ceived a letter from the acting Secretary of the 
Treasury, stating that its immediate consideration 
was highly necessary. It is known to the mem- 
bers of the House that the annual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury has not yet been printed. 
The examination of the statements and tables ap- 
pended to that report are absolutely essential to a 
correct understanding of the state of the finances. 
It was his intention to have accompanied the bill 
with a written report, which could not be made 
without the aid of that document. The reporting 
of the bill had been delayed as long as the commit- 
tee thought themselves justified in withholding it, 
for the purpose of seeing the Secretary’s report in 
print; but, as it was not printed, he refrained from 
making a written report, for fear that, without the 


aid of that document, he might fall into some great | 


mistake, which for a time might mislead the House 
and the country. He himself had called several 
times at the printing office to inquire about that re- 
oy other members of the committee, he believed, 

ad done the same thing. It was not yet forth- 
coming. Hedid not feel able or willing to enter 
upon the discussion of that bill till he had had an 
opportunity to read and thoroughly study the Sec- 
retary’s report. The request of the acting Secretary 
of the Treasury,was, however, so urgent for imme- 
diate action, that he should, on Wednesday next, 
move to take up that bill, and leave it to the House 
to decide whether they would consider it before 
they had had an opportunity to see that report. 
He was directed by the committee to bring this 
subject of the public printing to the notice of the 
House. 

The appropriation bills for the next fiscal year, 
commencing on the ist of July next, are in the 
course of preparation, and those not already pre- 
sented will be reported as soon as practicable. It 
will be recollected that it is but a short time since 
the reports of the different departments which ac- 
company the President’s message have been printed 
and laid on our tables. The reports of the differ- 
ent bureaus to the heads of the departments give 
the detailed operations of the Government, and 
show the necessity of such appropriations as are 
discretionary. He had felt it to be his duty to 
read these reports, and compare them with the 
estimates, before presenting the annual appropria- 
Hon bills, as that was the proper source to look to 


About four weeks ago, the Secretary of | 
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for explanation respecting the estimates. ‘There 
1s a rule of the House that requires the appropria- 
tion bills to be reported within thirty days after 
the appointment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. He wished to say a word about that rule, 
and the reason of its adoption. Formerly, the fiscal 
year commenced with the calendar year on the Ist 
of January. It followed, of course, that, if the 
appropriations were not made by the Ist of Janu- 
ary in each year, the operations of the Government 
were carried on without any provision for payment. 
Everything was carried on in anticipation of and 
upon the faith that Congress would make the ap- 
propriations: and thus it sometimes happened in 
the long sesion that the year was almost half gone 
before the appropriations were made to meet the 
necessary expenditures of theGovernment. This 
state of things every year occasioned much embar- 
rassment to the Executive Departments, and was 
attended with heavy losses to such of the public 
creditors as could not wait for the tardy movements 
of Congress. To remedy this evil, this rule of the 
House was adopted. It was found to be an inef- 
ficient remedy, because of the impossibility of 
making the appropriations by the time the fiscal | 
year commenced. It was finally wholly obviated | 
by changing the commencement of the fiscal year | 


from the Ist of January to the Ist of July. So | 


that ifthe appropriations were now made, no part 
of them would be wanted for more than three 
months to come. This rule, however, was left to 


stand among the rules of the House, though now | 


of jittle practical utility. He would endeavor to 


see that the appropriations were all made in | 


time to meet the wants of the Government, and 
that no detriment to the public service should arise 
from want of timely action of the House upon 
them. 


Mr. ASHMUN said, the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means had given notice, as 


he understood, that he would call up a very im- | 
portant bill on Wednesday next, on account of | 
the urgent request of the Treasury Department, | 


and that he would do this in advance of the print- 
ing of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. A. rose that he might call the attention of the | 
House and of the country to this state of things. 
Here was the House, in the very last days of Jan- 
uary, still without a copy of so important a docu- 


265 


accompanying the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury had been withdrawn and altered, or 
others substituted in lieu thereof, be had seen the 
Register of the Treasury, whose business it was 
to prepare those tabular statements, and had men- 
tioned these ramors to him; and he now stated, 








| upon his authority—the authority of Mr. Graham, 


| an excellent and very honest man—that there was 
| not the slightest foundation in the world for the 
| rumor; that not a single table had been altered; 





ment as the great fiscal report from the Treasury | 
Department. 

Here Mr. BOYD raised an inquiry in relation 
to order, but the SPEAKER ruled Mr. A. to be 
in order. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, gentlemen need not feel 
sensitive; he was not going into any extended re- 
marks, 
House and of the public to what had been stated 
as the cause of this unprecedented delay, and to 
put to any member of the Committee on Printing, 


who happened to be present, the inquiry, when | 


oar were to expect the copies of this report to be 
laid on their tables? He saw a gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Concer] in his seat, who belong- 
ed to that committee. He would thank that gen- 
tleman to answer, if he could, the inquiry he 
had put. 

Mr. CONGER said, that, as a member of the 


His object was to call the attention of the | 





Committee on Printing, he could only say that he 
had had an interview with the public printer some 
two or three days since; and that officer had then 
informed him that the body of the report had been 
taken back repeatedly, by order of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for alteration; and he gave that 
as the reason for the delay which had occurred. 
It was this interruption, coming from the depart- 
ment itself, which had prevented an earlier deliv- 
ery of the printed copies of the report; and he had 
added, that if the manuscript should not again be 
taken out of his hands, the copies would be ready 
for delivery in two or three days. A part of it 
was now in type. That was the only explanation 
Mr. C. had to give in answer to the inquiry of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts: that was the ex- 
planation he had received from the public printer. 
Mr. McKAY would like to know of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Concer,] what changes 
those were which he stated, on the authority of the 
ublic printer, to have been made in the report? 
ere they in the tabular statement? 
Mr. CONGER. The committee were not in- 
formed. 
Mr. McKAY said, that having heard the rumors 


| 


that the tables were there now'as they were first 
presented in the report. oe 

He was not going into a commentary or criti- 
cism upon the statements made by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He was glad to learn from that gentleman that he 
had determined to call up on Wednesday next the 
bill giving the Government authority to borrow a 
sum of money to meet the exigencies of the public 
service. 

With regard to the delay that had attended the 
execution of the public printing, the whole House 
must be aware that it was owing to causes which 
were apparent to all. In the first place, the sys- 
tem of printing had been changed. Formerly, the 
printing had been done by printers appointed by 
the House. Now, it was done by contract. He 
had voted against that law himself. He presumed 
his friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] and 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means voted for it. 

Mr. ASHMUN begged the gentleman’s pardon. 
He did not vote for it. He had always thought it 
a ** penny-wise and pound-foolish”’ operation. 

Mr. McKAY, (continuing.) At any rate he 
would cast no imputation on the printers. He 
hoped they would be able to perform their con- 
tract: they said they would. The documents this 
session were very voluminous; the President’s 
message and accompanying documents made a 
document nearly twice as large this year as last 
year. Owing to the existence of a state of war, 
the reports of all our generals, Secretaries of War 
and the Navy, and, in fact, of all our officers, 
were much larger, and made a document of nearly 
two thousand pages. Was not this an explana- 
tion of the delay ? 

But, in regard to the remark made by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, that the House would 
be called on Monday next to act upon the bill re- 
ported by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means 

[A voice: “On Wednesday.’’) 

No, (said Mr. McK.;) the gentleman from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Vinton,] if he understood him correctly, 
gave notice that he would call up on Monday next 
the bill making appropriations to supply defi- 
ciencies. 

Mr. VINTON (Mr. McK. yielding) said he 
had stated that, as soon as the bill which he had 
this morning reported to supply deficiencies could 
be printed, with the accompanying documents, he 
would call it up. 

Mr. McKAY (resuming) supposed it would be 
printed, with the documents, by Monday. : 

In regard to the deficiency bill, the House (said 
Mr. McK.) were already in possession of full in- 
formation—of every item of information which 
could have any bearing uponit. There was noth- 
ing at all in the Secretary’s report in reference to 
these deficiencies, except his financial statement, 
and that was published weeks ago, during the sec- 
ond week of the session. 

Mr. ASHMUN (interposing) said, with refer- 
ence to the statement of the gentleman from North 
Carolina about the tables connected with the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, he had this mo- 
ment been informed by the public printer that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had now,‘at this mo- 
ment, in his possession these tables. 

Mr. McKAY. Well, 1 am authorized by the 
Register of the Treasury, Mr. Graham, to state 
that the tables have undergone no change at all 
since they were sent in accompanying the Secre- 
tary’s report, when it was first laid on the table. 

Mr. CONGER wished to make a further state- 
ment on this subject, and (Mr. McK. yielding) he 
said he (Mr. C.) had not only-been informed b 
the printer, at this instant, of the same fact which 

was communicated by him to the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, but that the proofs of 
this document, which he understood was now 
ready to be laid upon their tables, were now in the 





which were circulating in the House that the tables || hands of the Secretary of the Treasury for revi- 
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sion; that he (the Secretary) had not yet sent them 
back to him, and this was the cause of the delay. 

In relation to the President’s message, he wished 
further to state what the public printer had inform- 
ed the Committee on Printing was the cause of the 
delay of that document; that he had furnished 
and was furnishing that document as fast as the 


lithographic maps contained in it were furnished || 


to him. 

This statement he deemed it a matter of justice 
to the printer to make. 

Mr. McKAY (resuming) said the proof-sheets, 
he supposed, had been sent to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Everybody knew, that of large volu- 
minous documents like this, the proof-sheets were 
placed, for revision, in the hands of the Secretary, 
or the person making the reports, to secure accu- 
racy. But, to show that the gentleman was ut- 
terly mistaken, here (said Mr. McK., holding up 
a printed copy of the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury) is the document itself. How was it 
vossibie for it, or parts of it, to be in the Treasury 
Rocenant. when the printed document was now 
in their document room? And every gentleman, 
by going up to the document room, (for the prac- 
tice was now changed, and, instead of the ied 
ments being placed on the desks of the members, 
they were taken up to the document room,) could 
supply himself with a copy. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Will the gentleman allow me 
to state, that the public printer tells me they were 
placed there this morning for the first time? 

Mr. McKAY. No matter about that. I[ con- 
tradict, positively, peremptorily, the statement 
that any alteration has been made in the tables at 
the department. And the gentleman from New 
York, on the Committee of Printing, [Mr. Con- 
Ger,| himself, only a day or two ago, asked this 
House for permission to have an addition made to 
this report of something which had been received 
since the report was communicated. 

He had but one remark in reference to the state- 
ment of the honorable chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means in regard to the time in which 
the appropriation bills should be reported. There 
was arule of the House requiring them to be re- 
ported within thirty days after the appointment of 
the committee. That time had elapsed; and the 
honorable chairman said the failure to comply 
with the rule and the delay were owing in a great 
decree to a want of the documents which were ne- 
cessary. Now, he admitted, that in regard to one 
or two of these bills, which the committee were 
required peremptorily to report within thirty days, 
that was a good justification. The navy appro- 
priation bill, for instance, could not be reported, 
because the explanations were all contained in that 
part of the documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s message which came from the Navy Depart- 
ment, and the message and accompanying docu- 
ments had been buta few days printed entire; butin 
regard to the civil and diplomatic bill, which was 
the large bill, he hazarded the assertion here, from 
some familiarity with the business of the commit- 
tee, that there was no gentleman who would find 
any information at all in the voluminous docu- 
ments accompanying the message which had the 
slightest bearing upon any item in that bill; and 
so inregard to the Indian appropriation bill. Now, 
two years ago, with a view of obviating this very 
difficulty, a resolution passed the two Houses of 
Congress requiring the estimates to be prepared 
and printed in advance, so as to be laid on the 
tables of members at the opening of the session. 
That had been done for the last two sessions. The 
document was now in the document room, and 
every gentleman could go up and get it. 

He concurred with the honorable chairman, and 
did not think it of any importance to report within 
the first thirty days. He would be glad if the 
committee would take time to examine these bills 
and retrench and cut down, as he thought could be 
done with regard to the public service. The great 
matter was not that they should be reported with- 
in the first thirty days. He thought that was a 
bad rule, and ought to be repealed, in consequence 
of the change of the commencement of the fiscal 
year. More time should be allowed to the com- 
mittee to prepare their bills; but after the bills 
were reported to the House, the great cause of 
complaint was, that the House would never act 


short sessions, frequently on the very last night of || 


the session, the two Houses were compelled to | 
| make appropriations which their own judgment 


would revolt at if they had time to 
Now, what he wanted was this—that when the 


deliberate. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


for further information, or who was more des; 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means || 
| made the motion to take up these bills, the House 
would do so, and act upon them in time, and let | 
| them go to the Senate, so that they would not be 


compelled to hurry them through at the very last 
hours of the session. Millions had been voted 
away in this way without anybody’s knowing 


anything at all where it had gone until it was too | 


late to remedy it. 
He gave notice that he should, at an early day, 
ask leave to introduce a resolution authorizing and 


Jan. 29, 


matter of appropriations, and very justly who 
kept more constantly sending to the departme; ts 


3 ° ° ° roug 
of waiting till that information was obtained than 


the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. McK Ay 
He did not mention this in the way of complaint 
but rather to commend the gentleman for his fide’ 
ity in this case, and to account further for the delay 


_ (if any had existed) on the part of that committee 


requiring all these public documents, which the | 


President and the heads of the departments were 


| required to communicate annually to Congress, to 
| be printed in advance—making it the duty of the 
President and the heads of the departments to | 
have them prepared and printed, ready to be laid | 


on their tables at the opening of the session. 


There could not then be any ground, more than | 


two months after the commencement of the ses- 
sion, for gentlemen to get up and say, for want of 
diligence on the part of the printer, because these 


documents have not been sent in, we cannot act | 


promptly on these various subjects. 
therefore, the House would pass his resolution 
when he introduced it, and it would remove and 
obviate many of the inconveniences and com- 
plaints which they now suffered. - 


He hoped, | 


As the gentleman from Ohio had given notice 


that he would call up the loan bill on Wednesday, 
understanding that there was a communication on 


the Clerk’s table which related to this subject, he | 


asked that it might be taken up and referred to the | 


Committee of Ways and Means. 


| The SPEAKER stated that the first question | 
| would be on the motion of the gentleman from 
| Ohio, [Mr. Viwron,] that the bill reported by him 
| be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 


papers, be ordered to be printed. 


| had been made in relation to the document which 
| had been handed to them this morning, said it had | 


been stated, he believed, that the delay in printing 
that document was occasioned by its revision or 
the retention of the proof in the hands of the Secre- 
tary. 
that the statement could not be true: that there 


On the other hand, it had been suggested | 


must be some misrepresentation in the case, be- | 


cause they had the document now upon their ta- | 
He was informed by the public printer that | 


bles, 


the proofs were now in the hands of the Secretary | 
of the Treasury, and that the public printer had | 


express directions from him not to deliver the doc- 
ument until these proofs were revised; and that 
the document had been sent in this morning at the 
bidding of the Committee on Printing of the two 
Houses, the public printer considering himself 


_ under obligation rather to obey the mandate of the 


Committee on Printing than the request of the 


Secretary of the Treasury; and that, while this 
| document was now on their tables, several of the 


proof sheets were in the hands of the Secretary, 


/ and not returned by him, or had not been returned 


when these documents left the printing-office. 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania. Will the gen- | 
/tleman say when these proofs were sent to the 
| Secretary? 


Mr. HUDSON (not hearing the request) con- 
tinuing, said he would also, while he was on the 
floor, make a single remark upon the delay that 


| seemed to be charged—to some extent, perhaps, 


_upon the Committee of Ways and Means in sub- |) against me by connecting this subject with a vote of thanks 


| to General Taylor. 


| complaint. 


mitting their report—by the gentleman from North | 


Carolina. 


Mr. McKAY (interposing) said he made no || 
He thought it desirable, on the con- 


| trary, that the committee should take more time | 


| in preparing their bills. 


upon them; that they were not taken up till the || } 
close of the session, and then were hurried through | to this, that there was no member of that commit- 


without anything like due deliberation; and in ! 


| 


He only said he thought 


| members writing letters 


the documents were not wanted to enable them to | 
| act upon the deficiency bill and upon the civil and 


diplomatic appropriation bill. 
Mr. HUDSON had understood the poe 
to intimate that some of the bills might have been 


A gereorins their bills. 


he question was then taken on the motion of 
reference and the printing, and it was agreed to, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fo). 
lowing communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, which was referred to the Committee of 


| Ways and Means: 


 TReasuRY DEPARTMENT, January 29, 1848, 

“Sir: Since the date of my last communication, fix), 
the amount of the loan of twelve millions of dollars, a }; an 
(a copy of which is hereto annexed, dated the 21st instant.) 
has been received from the Secretary of War, giving the jn. 
formation that he had submitted to the Cummittee of Way, 


| and Means estimates to the amount of $3,808,000 since tj 


commencement of the session, in addition to those herety. 
fore submitted; I have therefore the honor to request tha 
the loan should be granted for the sum of $16,000,000, whic), 
it is believed, will be all that will be necessary to ask {oy 
during the present session of Congress. 

‘*[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
sefvant, McCLINTOCK YOUNG, 

“ Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
* Hon. R. C. Winrurop, , 
Speuker of the House of Representatives.” 


Mr. ASHMUN wished to correct a statement 
which he had made, personal to himself, in reply 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Me. 


| Kay.] When the gentleman referred to the reso- 
| lution in relation to letting out the printing at con- 
| tract, and intimated that he (Mr. A.) had voted 
| for it, he had replied at the spur of the moment 


that he considered it a foolish operation. On ex- 
amination, his memory was corrected; he did vote 
for it. And the error which he made was this: 


| that, when the proposition was made to cut down 
| Ritchie & Heiss to the contract price, he had voted 


| Democratic printers. 


Mr. HUDSON, referring to the remarks which | ©OF- 


against his political friends, and in favor of the 
This had led him into the 


Mr. FARRELLY moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill to provide for additional exami- 


ners in the Patent Office was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 


| which motion lies over for the present. 


The Senate bill to authorize the settlement of 
the accounts of Joseph Nourse, deceased, was 
taken up, read, and referred to the Committee of 


| Claims. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. HENLEY said: Mr. Speaker, I have risen 
this morning to a’personal explanation; and I will 
remark, that I think if all explanations of this char- 
acter were as brief and explicit as the one I am 
about to make, they would not be so unpopular in 
this House. Some time since, sir, a member from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Hampton] wrote to his district, 
for publication, a letter, containing the charge that 
the amendment offered by me to the joint resolu- 
tion of thanks to General Taylor and his army for 
their achievement at Buena Vista, was intended to 
defeat or embarrass it. This I did not think proper 
to notice. But now, sir, another member from 
that State [Mr. Nes] has repeated the same charge, 


for the purpose, I suppose, of screening himself 


reported at an earlier day, and he had seemed to | 
| 


intimate that there had been some unnecessary 
delay. He (Mr. H.) had only to say in reference 


‘| no means of knowing m 


| 
} 


from the odium of his vote on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


It is unfair 
for any man to attempt to throw the burden of his 
own sins upon another. I will read the paragraph 


| towwhich I wish to allude: 


“ But an attempt is also made to prejudice the public mind 


It must be borne in mind that an amend- 
ment has been offered by a member from Indiana to the res- 
olution of thanks, designed to embarrass it, to which the 
amendment of Mr. Ashmun was a counter-movement.” 


Of the propriety and ent courtesy of 

or publication, impugning 
the motives of others, I leave for the judgment of 
the House and the good sense of the people to de- 
termine. What desire to say is, that if either oT 
both of the members from Pennsylvania intend 
say that I “designed to embarrass” the vote of 
thanks to General Taylor and his army, they utter 
what, in point of fact, is not correct. They havé 
designs, and have n° 
right to speak of them in this unqualified manner- 


tee who was more desirous of sifting the whole |! It was the very furthest from my ‘ designs” to em- 
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narrass this vote of thanks, but to place it in a! 
ae in which it would be worth having—to ex- 
-vess to the world that the thanks were tendered 
hy a grateful people in good faith, for noble deeds 
jane in defence of the rights and honor of the na- 
jon, and not in prosecuting an unnecessary and 
an unconstitutional war. I consider this amend- 
ment as having been made necessary to defend the 
army in general, and General Taylor in pasticular, | 
against the foul accusations that have been made 
here and elsewhere, to the effect that this war isa 
lawless invasion of the territory of an innocent 
neighbor, and our army little better than a band of 
robbers; and I shall offer it to every proposition 
of a like character which may be proposed while I _ 
am a member of this body. ; hed 

| believe that no honors can be won in an unjust 
cause, and no thanks would be acceptable to a 
brave and generous mind, from those whose de- 
punciations have been so often thundered forth 
against the justice of the cause in which this bril- 
liant achievement was performed. 


PRIVATE BILLS. \ 


On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecti- 
cut, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on private bills, (Mr. Cuapman, of 
Maryland, in the chair.) 

The first bill taken up was the bill for the relief 
of Mary Brown, widow of Jacob Brown; to which 
an amendment moved by Mr. Bow.tn was pend- 
ing, viz: insert after the word ** Massachusetts”’ 
the words ** aged seventy-four years, and born be- 
fore the close of the revolutionary war.”’ || 

The question on the amendment was put, and it 
was agreed to. 

After a short discussion on points of order, the | 
time limited by the resolution for debate on this 
bill expired. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved to amend the bill by | 
adding the following proviso : 

“ Provided, That this pension is granted in consideration || 


of the gallantry and death of Major Jacob Brown, (her step- || 
son,) in command of the fort opposite Matamoros, and shall 
not be regarded as a precedent in other cases.” 


Disagreed to. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved that the || 
bill be reported to the House, with the recommend. || 
ation that it be recommitted to the Committee on || 
Revolutionary Claims, with instructions to report || 
a general bill. | 

Mr. ROMAN moved to amend Mr. Srvart’s | 
motion by adding the following : 

“ Providing pensions for all widows of revolutionary offi- || 


cers and soldiers: Provided, said widows were born prior to || 
the adoption of the Constitution.” v i| 


Disagreed to. 


Mr. CUMMINS moved to amend Mr. Stuart's | 
motion by inserting the Committee on “ Revo- | 
lutionary Pensions’’ in lieu of ‘ Revolutionary | 
Claims. ”? 

Mr. STUART accepted Mr. Cummins’s sug- 
gested modification. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to amend the || 
bill by striking out ** $20 per month”’ and inserting || 
“$4 per month.”’ Disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, moved to amend the | 
bill by striking out ‘* $20 per month” and insert- || 
ing “*$8 per month.”’ Agreed to. \| 

Mr. POLLOCK moved that the bill be reported | 
to the House with the recommendation that it be | 
committed to the Committee on Revolutionary || 
Pensions, with instructions to report a bill grant- || 
ing a pension to the widows of revolutionary offi- | 
cers and soldiers who were married prior to the | 
year 1800. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment of Mr. | 
Stuart, of Michigan, and the amendment of Mr. | 
Po.iock out of order, 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, appealed from the | 
decision of the Chair. 

The question on the appeal was stated and put | 
to the committee, 
The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

| 


} 
| 


The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved the previous question, | 
which was seconded; and, under its operation, the | 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole were 
agreed to. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and 
= “een and read a third time: Yeas 119, 

ays 47, 


And then the House adjourned. 








THE C 


| to this report of something which had been received since 
|| the report was communicated.” 


| probably made the statement upon what he deem- 
|| ed good authority; but he (Mr. C.) felt it due to 
| himself and the public to state, that so far from his 
| having made any such request of the House as is 
| stated, he knew nothing whatever of any request 
| of the kind having been made by any one. 


| quently been received to the report of the Secretary || 
| of the Treasury, as he then supposed, but had 


| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


| the debate in the Committee of the Whole on the 
| President’s annual message, and the resolutions 


| the ** Ist day of February.”’ Lost. 


PETITIONS, &c. | 


The following petitions were presented and re- | 
ferred : 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Hannah Wightman, 
formerly widow of John Hart, deceased, for a pension. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Jesse 
Coal and other citizens of Shady Valley, Johnson county, || 
Tennessee, praying the establishment of a mail route from 
Taylorsville, via Shady Valley, to Paperville. 

By Mr. MORSE: The memorial of Jean Baptiste Grange, 
praying permission to locate a tract of land. 

On motion of Mr. GREEN, the papers and petition of Cor- 
nelius Washburn and others, of Missouri, on the files of 
the House, were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | 
Also, the papers relating to the claims of Reuben Gentry 
and others, for [ndian depredations, were withdrawn from 
the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. TURNER: The memorial and petition of Captain || 
N. Wall and others, paying for an act to regulate and define 
the duty of officers and hands employed in the navigation of || 
the Mississippi and other western rivers. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 31, 1848. 

The Journal of Saturday having been read and 
approved— 

Mr. CONGER, on leave, made a personal ex- 
planation relative to the remarks of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] on Saturday 
last, while the printing of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury was incidentally under discus- 
sion. That gentleman is reported, in the Intelli- 
gencer of this morning, to have made the following 
remark: 

‘And the gentleman from New York, on the Committee 


of Printing, [Mr. Conver.) himself, only a day or two ago, 
asked this House for permission to have an addition made 


He (Mr. C.) did not hear the remark at the | 
time, or he should immediately have taken occa- 
sion to correct the error into which the gentleman 
had, inadvertently, without doubt, fallen. The 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] had 


Mr. McKAY said he had not seen the report of 


he had stated in substance what the gentleman now 
read. Some gentleman from New York had made 
a motion to append something which had subse- 


since learned it was to the report on commerce and 
navigation, It was this fact that had led him into 
the error. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for certain fortifications of the United States for 
the year ending the 30th June, 1849. Also, a bill 
making appropriations for the support of the army 
and of volunteers for the year ending 30th June,1849; 
which bills were read twice and committed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
The regular order of business was the call of 
the States for resolutions. 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 








i 
| 
| 
establishing post routes from Oceola, St. Clair county, via || 
Quincy, to Hickory Court-House, Missouri. 


On motion of Mr. HALL, of Missouri, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to employ such an additional number of clerks in 
the office of the Second Auditor as are required by the exi- 
gencies of that office. : 


Mr. GOTT moved the usual resolution to close 


referring the same to the appropriate committees, on 

Tuesday, the Ist day of February, at two o’clock, 
Mr. CROZIER moved to amend the resolution 

by inserting the ‘‘Istday of March,’’ in lieu of 


Mr. COLLAMER moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 31, nays 136. 

Mr. FISHER moved to strike out “Ist day of 
February,”’ and insert the ‘4th day of Febru- 


mr: st. 
he resolution was then agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. GREEN, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pose 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab 
lishing a post road from Alexandria, Clarke county, Mis- 
souri, to Winchester, in said county. Also, from Alexan- 


| dria to Canton, in Lewis county ; and also from Alexandria, 


by way of Francisville, Wood’s Mill, Bloomfield, Drakes- 
ville, Princeton, and Knoxville, to Fort Des Moines, in the 
State of lowa. Also, from Kirksville to Lancaster, Mis- 
souri. 


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the proprie y of granting to Anthony 
Ten Eyck, Esq., commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, an 


| outfit. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved the follow- 
ing resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of allowing the Sergeant-at- 


Arms to employ a clerk, and also to specify the compensa- 
tion for the same. 

Mr. COCKE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CABELL, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 


for the survey and sale of so much of the public lands which 
have been or may hereafter be returned to the Land @ffice 
of the United States “‘unsaleable,’? as the settlers therein 
shall desire to purchase at the minimum price of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre. 


On motion of Mr. CABELL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, 


| the fees of district attorneys, marshals, clerks, commission 
| ers, and other officers of the courts of the United States, so 
that the same shall be in force in all the States. 


On motion of Mr. CABELL, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of having a custom-house 


| erected at Appalachicola, in the State of Florida; also, into 
| the expediency of having a marine hospital erected at the 


same place. 


Mr. CABELL asked leave to present a pream- 


| ble and resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
| of Florida, relative to the expenses of the Florida 


volunteers previous to their being mustered into 


| the service of the United States. 


Also, the preamble and resolutions from the same 


| source in relation to the Florida volunteers in the 


Seminole war. 
Objection being made— 
Mr. CABELL moved to suspend the rules. 
The question was put, the rules suspended, and 


| his remarks this morning in the Intelligencer, but || 2 preamble and resolutions received and referred. 
. a = ’ 


On motion of Mr. TWEEDY, 


Resolved, That the Cominitiee on Commerce be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of making appropriations at 


the present session for the erection of a light-house at Sank 
Harbor, in the Territory of Wisconsin ; and also for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Sheboygan, in said Territory ; 


| and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for regis- 
| tering foreign vessels purchased and repaired by citizens of 


the United States. 


On motion of Mr. LEFFLER, 
Resolved, ‘I'hat the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of setting apart a suf- 


| ficient quantity of the public lands in the vicinity of the Mis- 


sissippi river to cover,at the minimum price, the estimated 
cost of the improvement of the Des Moines and Rock river 
rapids, said lands to be designated under the authority of the 
State of owa, sold by the Government of the United States, 
and the proceeds applied to said improvements, under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. 

Resolved, That if the above plan should be deemed inex- 


| pedient, then that said committee be instructed to inquire 
| into the expediency of setting apart thirty per cent. of the 


net proceeds of the sales of the public lands for the said 


| purpose within the following district, to wit: thirty miles 


on each side of the Mississippi, from the southern extremity 
of the Bes Moines rapids to the mouth of the St. Peters; the 
fund arising from which to be applied, under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, exclusively to said improvements; 
and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. KAUFMAN presented a preamble and 


| resolutions of the Legislature of Texas in relation 


to the passage of a law for the payment of the 


volunteers called out from that State under the 
| requisitions of Colonel S. R. Curtis. Referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a new 
land district in the State of Iowa, with a land office at Fort 
Des Moines, in Polk county, and report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. CABELL moved the following resolution; 


which was read, and laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House the nam- 
ber and names of the commissioned officers in the military 
service of the United States who have been at any time at- 
tached to the army of the United States in Mexico, and who 
are now absent from said army on leave, or for any other 
purpose. 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the 
memorial of the children of Eli Whitney, the in- 
ventor of the cotton-gin, and moved its reference 
to a select committee of nine members. 

The question was put on its reference as above, 
and it was so referred. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, in pursuance of 

revious notice, introduced a bill to confirm the 
Soke line between Missouri and Arkansas. 

The bill was twice read, and— 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed; and was engrossed, read a 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. 

Mr. JAMIESON moved the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and laid over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Sergeant- 
at-Arims to employ a clerk. 

Mr. HARRIS presented certain joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Alabama favorable to | 
the plan of Asa Whitney for a railroad from Lake | 
Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 

Mr. TURNER asked leave to introduce a joint 
resolution to annex Upper and Lower California 
to the United States. 

It being objected to, the question was stated on 
granting leave,on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered; but, before any question was taken— 

Mr. BRODHEAD stated his desire to debate 
the motion on granting leave, and it was laid over 
under the rule. 

On motion of Mr, RICIIARDSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post-route from Kinderhook, in Pike county, Illi- 
nois, to Hannibal, in the State of Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post-route from Shieldsborough, Hancock county, 
Mississippi, by wav of Gainesville, Columbia, and Monti- 
cello, to Gallatin, Mississippi; and also, from Bolivar, Mis- 


sissippi, by Augusta, Ellisville, Paulding, and Decatur, to 
Hillsborough. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON moved the following 
preamble and resolution, which were read and 
agreed to: 


Whereas the Government of the United States owns a |! 


large quantity of land in the State of Mississippi, lying in the 
Mississippi bottom, which is subject to overflow, and is 
thereby rendered worthless; and whereas the said lands 
would be of great value, were they reclaimed ; and whereas | 
it isthougt practicable to reclaim said lands by the con- 
struction of a levee on the east bank of the Mississippi 
river, in said State, to prevent their annual inundation: 
Theretore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
etructed to inquire into the expediency of ceding to said 
Stite so much of said lands as may be necessary to con 
struct such levee, provided the State of Mississippi will ap 
propriate a part of her public lands for such purpose, each 
appropriatimg according to the quantity owned by them re- 
spectively. 


Mr. EMBREE moved the following resolution, 


which was read and laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to this House copies of all correspondence 
between the Secretary of War and Major General Scott, 
and between the Secretary of War and Major General 'Tay- 
lor, from the Ist of September, 1845, to the Ist of December, 
1347, which has not been heretofore published, and which 
may not be incompatible with the public interest. 


Mr. HARMANSON moved the following reso- 


lution, which was disagreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 


whether the proviso in the distribution act of 1841, suspend- 
ing that act in the event of a war with a foreign Power, also 
suspends the preémption law which is in that act; and if 
80, to take such action, at as early a day as may be practi- 
cable, to reénact the preémption law, and to grant such 
further relief to the preémptioners as they may deem neces- 
sary. 

On motion of Mr. LA SERE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into aid report upon the necessity of erecting 
lizht-ouses at the following points on the coast of Alabama, 


Mississippi, and Louisiana, viz: One on Horn Island, oneon | 


Ship Island, one at the mouth of Bayou Grand Sable, due 
north of the pier or landing for Mississippi city, one at the 


mouth of the river Tauchipaho, and one on Proctot’s Shell | 


Bank. 
On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the justice and expediency of causing to be paid 
to the officers and seamen who, in the year 1804, volun- 
teered their services under Captain Stephen Decatur, to 
recapture or destroy the brig Philadelphia, then lving in the 


harbor of Tripoli, the value of said vessel, which was, by | 


the commander of the squadron, promised to said officers 
and men as a reward for their courage and enterprise, but 
which has never been paid to them. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the justice and expediency of 
causing the names of the surviving officers and seamen, and 
the widows ofsuch as may have died, who, in the year 1804, 


TH 


| allowed for the removal and subsistence under the Cherokee 




























volunteered under Captain Stephen Decatur to recapture or 
destroy the brig Philadetphia, then lying in the harbor of 
Tripoli, to be entered on the pension roll; and that said 
committee report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. CROWELL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of causing the sum 


treaty to be paid to such Cherokees as were not required, 
under the provisions of those treatics, to remove west of the 
Mississippi. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediexcy of estab- 
lishing a mail route from Lower Sandusky, in Sandusky 
— Ohio, to Port Clinton, in Ottawa county, in the same 
State. 

_Mr. GIDDINGS moved the following resola- 
tion: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members be ap- 
pointed to inquire into and reportto this House whether the 
slave trade is carried on within the District of Columbia; if 
so, by what legal authority it is sustained ; and whether any 
modification of the existing acts of Congress on that subject 
is expedient at this time. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

The question was decided in the negative: Ayes 
81, noes 91. 

Mr. COBB rose to a question of order. He 
raised the point that it was not in order upon the 
introduction of a resolution to move the previous 
question, and thereby cut off the House from its 
consideration, when the rule of the House ex- 
pressly provided that in the event of debate the 
resolution goes over. He submitted it was con- 
trary to the spirit of the rule, which, by providing 
that in case of debate arising the resolution should 
lie over, obviously contemplated that there would 
be opportunity for debate if members wished. 

The SPEAKER said, he could only state, as 
he had already stated several times during the ses- 
sion, that, under the precedents which could be 
read, to almost any extent from the Journal, he 
was bound to decide that the previous question 

/ might be moved, and if sustained, it would bring 
the House to a direct vote. The question had 

| been raised again and again, and repeatedly during 

_ the present session had the previous question been 
moved and sustained by the House under similar 
circumstances. The Chair could only be govern- 
ed by that rule of parliamentary law which de- 
clared that ‘instances make order.’’ If an alter- 
ation of the rules was desired, the Committee on 
Rules and Orders could report an amendment to 
the rules to meet the case. 

Mr. COBB knew the Chair was correct with 

| reference to the precedents; but he thought the 
practice had been erroneous, and he wished a de- 
cision on the subject by the House. With refer- 
ence to forming a new rule, he thought there 
micht be some difficulty about the wording of it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana. Has not the House 

already decided at this session, upon appeal, that 
the decision of the Chair is correct ? 
The SPEAKER replied, he believed there had 
been such a decision. 
Mr. COBB said, he had no recollection of it. 
He had taken an appeal of this kind, but had 
withdrawn it. 
The SPEAKER read a precedent anplicable to 
this case, under date of August 5, 1846, and said 
there were repeated decisions of the same sort 
during the last session and previous sessions. 
The question, he said, was on the appeal taken 
by the gentleman from Georgia from the decision 
of the Chair. 
Mr. BURT desired distinctly to understand the 
question which had been raised by his friend from 
Georgia, [Mr. Coss.] He understood the point 
of order which he made 
The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the previous question having been moved, the ap- 
peal was not debatable. 
The CHADR& stated the question. When reso- 
lutions are offerel on Monday, under the rules of 
the House, if they give rise to debate, they go 
/ over to a succeeding day. The gentleman from 
| Ohio moved a resolution, and followed it immedi- 
| ately with a call for the previous question; and the 

uestion before the House is, whether the call for 
the previous question can cut off the operation of 
the rule which requires that resolutions giving rise 
to debate shall go over to a subsequentday. Un- 

der repeated decisions of the House the Chair 
'\ decides that the previous question is in order: the 








_ gentleman from Georgia appeals from the de 





CISION 
and the question before the House is on the or. 

eal, 
P The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was taken 
by tellers, and decided in the affirmative: Ayes 
105, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The question on seconding the demand for the 
previous question was then put, and the Hous, 
refused to second the said demand. 

Mr. STEPHENS then rose, and stated his de. 
sire to debate this resolution, and it was laid ove;. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend(; 
the benefit of the act of 7th June, 1832, granting pensions tp 
surviving officers and soldiers of the revolutionary war who 
served fora period of less than six months, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. CROWELL moved to reconsider the yore 
| by which the resolution of Mr. Stuart, of Michi. 
| gan, authorizing the Sergeant-at-Arms to emplo 
a clerk, was laid on the table. Decided by tellers; 
Ayes 81, nays 67. 
The vote being reconsidered, the resolution was 

before the House. 
| Mr. FICKLIN stated his intention to debate the 
resolution, and it was laid over under the rule, 


Mr. COCKE moved the following resolution, 


which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
directed to transmit to the Clork of this House the papers in 
the cases of Joseph Graham and George Kirk, applicants for 
pensions under the act of June 7, 1832, and that they be re. 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing a new 
and complete tent for the army, which shall protect the men 
from the water and the weather, be easily and quickly pitched 
and struck, and combine size, lightness, durapility, and 
strength, with compactness of packing and facility of trans. 
portation. 


Mr. BOYD moved the following resolution, 


‘which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That, upon the application of any member of 
Congress, it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Pen. 
sions to deliver the papers in the case of any rejected appli- 
cation fora pension, upon said member receipting for the 
same. 


On motion of Mr. FRENCH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Mount Sterling, Kentucky, via the 
Beaver Ponds, on Red River, and the Estille Steam Furnace, 
to Irvine, in Estille county. 


On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to ipquire into the expediency and_ propriety of 
passing a law allowing the owners of what are commonly 
known as “ Bowie claims” to land in the State of Arkansas, 
to enter the same at the minimum price, and that they re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, and under a special 
suspension of the rules of the House, and the opera- 


tion of the previous question, agreed to: 

Resoived, ‘(hat the President is requested, if consistent 
with the public interest, to furnish this House with a copy 
of General Taylor’s answer to the letter dated January 2, 
1847, which was addressed to General Taylor by the Hon. 
W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War, and a copy of which was 
communicated to this House on the Ist day of March last. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of estab- 
| lishing a post route from Griffin to Newnan, in the State of 
Georgia. 
On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of es- 
tablishing a national foundry in Cass county, Georgia, at 0r 
near the point where the Western and Atlantic Railroad 
crosses the Etowah river, and report to this House by bill of 
otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Georgia, 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estad- 
lishing a post route from Albany, iu Baker county,to Thom- 
| asville, in Thomas county, and from Barrington Ferry, ! 


Ouse 








McIntosh county, to Waresboro’, via Pendaver’s Store, . 
Wayne county, and Allabahan Creek, to Waresboro’, 0 
Ware county, Georgia. 


On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Port 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of giving 
the Postmaster General power by law to allow deputy post- 
masters extra compensation in certain cases where — 
services are rendered, and particularly the postmaster . 
Union Point, Georgia, and that they report by bill or othe 
wise. 

On motion of Mr. HOLMES, of South Caro- 
lina ' 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be im- 
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pe rected to inquire into the expediency of increasing the } Ps ra and of increasing the salary of the judge of that 
| istrict. 


rank in the Wavy, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. BURT, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
dracted to inquire into the justice and propriety of causing 


ay appropriation to be made for the purchase of the island | 


atthe confluence of the St. Peter’s and Missis<ippi rivers, 
aeres able to a contract entered into for that purpose by the 
< eretary of War on the 12th day of March, 1539, in obedi- 
enee to a joint resolution of both Houses of Congress of the 
13h of February, 1839. 

Mr. SIMS moved the following resolution; 
which was read, and under a special suspension, 
agreed to: : 

"Resvived, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested (if in his opinion not incompatible with the public 
interest) to lay before this House the documents and corte- 
spondence not already published relating to the final adjust- 
mentor the ditlieulties between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States concerning duties on rough rice or paddy. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved the following resolu- 
tion, which was read: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed to tragg- 


mit tw this House copies of all written communications, | 


surgestions, and plans of campaign submitted to the War 
Department by Major General Scott in October and Novem- 
ber, 1845; also, copies of all charges preferred against Ma- 
ior General Scott, upon which the President has ordered a 
courtof inquiry, and suspended him from his command ; 
together with copies of ail communications received from 
General Scott sinee the capture of Vera Cruz. 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved to suspend the rules, 
that the resolution might be put upon its passage. 

The yeas and nays being taken on the motion 
to suspend, resulted: Yeas 95, nays 82. 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 


rules were not suspended; and the resolution ac- 
cordingly lies over. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing somuch 
of the law as requires mounted volunteers to furnish their 
own horses, and receive a daily allowance for the use and 
risk, and to provide that after such repeal they shall be 
mounted atthe public expense, whenever mounted volun- 
teers may be needed. 

Resolved, further, That, in case the committee should 
think itinexpedient to repeal said law, they will inquire 
whether public economy would not be promoted by sus- 


pending its operation during the continuance of the present 
war with Mexico. 


On motion of Mr. SHEPPERD, 
_ Reolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire Into the expediency of granting a pension to Eliza- 
beth Wright, of North Carolina; and that the Secretary of 
War communicate to said committee the papers on file in 
the pension bureau relating to her application. 


On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 

Revolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire and report whether any further legislation is re- 
quired in relation to claims against the Government of the 
United States, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BOTTS moved the following resolution; 
which was read, and lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
guested to communicate to this House (if not incompatible 
Witt the publie interest) under what law or provision of the 
Constitution, or by what authority, the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States has, by his sanction and ap- 
proval, established a tariff of duties in the ports of the Mex- 
iran Republic ; and that he also communicate to this House 
by what legal, constitutional, or other authority, he has 
uidertaken to appropriate the revenue thus derived to the 
support of our army in Mexico, without the sanction of the 
tax-laying and appropriating power of Congress, as estab- 
lished by the Constitution of the United States. 


Mr. BOTTS offered the following resolution, 
and moved the previous question: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Expenditures in the 
Treasury Departinent be, and they are hereby, instructed to 
inguire into the practical operation of the law entitled “ An 
act to provide for the better organization of the Treasury, 
and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue,” approved August 6, 1846; and 
to ascertain whether its provisions have been at any time, 
Orin any manner, violated; and if so, how, by whom, and 
Under what authority or instructions; and that they also 
Ascertain the amount of annual expenditures required for its 
complete organization and operation; and that they also 
inguire into any other violation of duty or abuse of power 
that may have occurred in the Treasury Department, and 


report the same to this House; and that they have leave to 
send for persons and papers. 


The demand for the previous question was sec- 


ouded, and, under its operation, the resolution was 
agreed to. 


Mr. MEADE offered the following resolution; 
Which was read, and laid over under the rule: 
Resoli el, As the settled opinion of this House, that it 
a be inexpedient and unwise to annex the whole of 
Mexico to this Union; and that the territory lying north of 
the line proposed by Commissioner Trist to the Mexican 
Government is sufficient indemnity for the expenses already 
incurred in the present war. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 


into the expediency of changing the times of a dis- 
Vict courts of the United for the western ict of 
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On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation of land inthe Oregon Territory to the officers 
and men who explored that Territory in the years 1804, °5, 
and °6, or to their heirs, where they are dead; and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of allowing to Joha Lee, hostler 
to the House of Representatives, the same amount of extra 
compensation as was allowed to the hostler to the Senate 
and the messengers of the House for the last Congress, as 
he has been accustomed to receive in common with said 
persons. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to i e into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route fr 
county, Virginia, to Newport, in Giles county, Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Franklin Court-House, by Canada’s 
Gap, to Floyd Court- House, Virginia. 


On motion of Mr. BOCOCK, 


Resolved, That leave be given to withdraw from the files 


of the Pension Office the papers of Elizabeth Williamson, of 


Elizabeth Simpson, of Sarah Victor, of Ann Hancock, and | 


of Susan Oglesby, and that they be severally referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions ; also, that leave be 


given to withdraw from the files of this House the papers || 


presented in the case of Charles Lewis. 


On motion of Mr. BEALE, 

Resolved, That the memorial of the officers and crew of 
the United States schooner Shark, and accompanying docu- 
ments herewith presented, be referred to the Committee on 


Naval Affairs; and that the said memorial, omitting the sig- 


natures, be printed. 


On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into and report to this House, 
as far as practicable, how many (if any) postmasters or as- 
sistant postmasters are engaged in the service of the depart- 
ment who cannot read or write, with the names of all such 
persons, the date of their appointment, and the office at 
which they are engaged. 


BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


By Mr. HAMMONS: A bill supplementary to | 
an act entitled **An act supplementary to the act | 


for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the 


Revolution.’ Referred to the Committee on Revo- | 


lutionary Pensions. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: A bill for the pres-_ 


ervation and repair of the harbor already begun at 
the city of Chicago, in the State of Illinois. Read 
and referred. 


Also, a bill authorizing a term of the United | 


States circuit court and district courts at Chicago, 
Illinois. Read and referred. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: A bill making an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi river. Read and referred. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: A bill to es- 
tablish a judicial district in the western part of the 
State of Arkansas. Read and referred. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: A bill to amend an 
act confirming certain land claims in the State of 
Michigan. Read and referred. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Shadrach Gillet and 
others. Read and referred. 


Also, a joint resolution relating to errors and || 


defective returns in certain surveys, plats, and 
field-notes. Read and referred. 


By Mr. KAUFMAN: A joint resolution pro- | 
viding for the payment of the regiment of Texas | 


volunteers called into the United States service by 
Colonel Curtis, the commanding officer at Camar- 
go. Read and referred. 

By Mr. PHELPS: A bill to pay to the State 
of Missouri two per cent. upon the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands sold in the said State, 


for the purpose of constructing a road through said 


State. 

Also, a bill granting to the State of Missouri 
certain lands for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Osage river. Read and referred. 


By Mr. CATHCART: A bill for the prosecu- | 


tion of the work upon the harbor at Mithigan City, 
in the State of alien. Read and referred. 


By Mr. HENLEY: A bill to extend the right | 


of suffrage in the District of Columbia. Read and 
referred. 
By Mr. SAWYER: A bill to reduce and gradu- 


ate the price of the public lands to actual settlers, | 


and for other purposes. Read and referred. 

By Mr. STANTON: A bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Matthew Rea, a lieutenant in the revolu- 
tionary war. Read and referred. 


. 


Shristiansburg, in Montgomery | 
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By Mr. COBB, of Georgia: A bill to regulate 
and equalize the compensation of district attorneys 
of the United States. Read and referred. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: A bill for dividing the 
State of Georgia into two judicial districts, and or- 
ganizing and establishing an additional district 
court of the United States with circuit court pow- 
ers and jurisdiction. Read and referred. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: A bill 
creating the office of Assistant Secretary of State, 
and for other purposes. Read and referred. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


By Mr. TWEEDY: Of a bill to amend an act 
entitled “An act granting certain public lands to 
the Territory of Wisconsin, for the purpose of 
opening a canal connecting the waters of Lake 
Michigan with Rock river.” 

By Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama: Of a bill to 
cede to the State of Alabama the public lands lying 
within the State for the purpose of education. 

3y Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: Of a bill to 
amend an act entitled * An act granting certain 
lands to the Territory of lowa, to aid in the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Des Moines 
river, in said Territory,’’ approved August 8, 1846. 

By Mr. SAWYER: Of a bill to remove the 
United States land office from Upper Sandusky, in 
the State of Ohio, to Defiance, in said State. 

By Mr. DUNN: Ofa bill granting to the State 
of Indiana the refuse Jands within her limits for 

| education and other purposes. 

| By Mr. McCLERNAND: Of a bill to create 
the office of surveyor general of the public lands 
in the Territory of Oregon, and to grant donation 
rights to settlers therein, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. PHELPS: Of a bill to revive the act 
entitled “ An act to provide for the payment of 
horses and other property lost or destroyed in the 
military service of the United States,’ approved 
January 18, 1837, and the acts approved October 
14, 1837, and August 23, 1842, amendatory of the 
same, and for other purposes; of a bill to establish 
the western judicial district in the State of Mis- 

| souri; and of a bill for the relief of George W. 
Kidd. 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: Of a bill to grant 
certain public lands to the State of Missouri, for 
the purpose of aiding to construct a railroad from 
the town of St. Joseph, in the State of Missouri, 
to the town of Hannibal, in said State, and for 
other purposes. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the volunteers en- 
gaged in the military service of the United States, 

Also, a bill for the establishment of certain post 
routes in the State of Missouri. 

By Mr. FARAN: Of a joint resolution direct- 

, ing the payment of certain volunteers and regulars 
under limitations therein prescribed. 

| By Mr. TURNER: Of a bill appropriating a 

| portion of the public land for the improvement of 
Rock river, in the State of Illinois. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: Of a bill to 
grant alternate sections of the public lands in the 

| State of Mississippi, for the improvement of certain 
|| rivers in that State. 

By Mr. VENABLE: Of a bill to retrocede all 

| the District of Columbia to the State of Maryland, 
except the public buildings and grounds. 

By Mr. CUMMINS: Ofa bill granting pen- 
sions and annuities to certain widows of officers 
and soldiers of the revolutionary war. 

Also, of a bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act 

| to raise, for a limited time, an additional militar 
force, and for other purposes,’’ passed on the 11t 

|| day of February, 1847. 

| Also, of a bill granting pensions to the officers 
and men who in 1804*volunteered, under Captain 

Stephen Decatur, to recapture or destroy the brig 

| Philadelphia, then lying in the harbor of Tripoli. 

And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


| The following petitions were presented and xe- 
|| ferred: 


| By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of inhabitants of Lu- 





| zerne, Pennsylvania, asking reduction of postage on news- 
papers, and particularly on small papers designed for juve- 

| nile reading. Also, the petition of inhabitants of the county 
of Orange, New York, for the same purpose. Also, a like 
| petition of inhabitants of Litchfield, Connecticut. Alse, the 
| petition of Eunice Croseman. of Sheldon, New York, the 
| widow of a revolutionary officer, praying to be placed on 

the pension roll. 

By Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio: The petition of EB. H. Field 
' and ethers, of Fraaklia eounty, Ohio, praying for a redue- 
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tion On newspaper postage. Also, the petition of John Mc- 
Dowell and 35 other citizens of Scioto county, Olio, pray- 

ing Congress to reduce the rate of postage at least one-half 
On all newspapers containing not more than five hundred 

aquare inches. 

By Mr. COCKE: The petition of George Kirk, of Greene 
county, in the State of Tennessee, a soldier of the Revolu- 
on, praying Congress to grant bim a pension. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of T. Snow and others, 
of Oakland county, Michigan, for a change in the rates oi 
postage. Also, the petition of citizens of Oakland county, 
same State, for a like purpose. Also, resolutions of the 
State of Michigan, and letter of J. 1. Conger, in relation to 
the harbor at the mouth of Clinton river, i said State. 

By Mr. JOMNSON, of New Hampshire: ‘he petition of 
Benjamin G. Pickens, praying for an invalid pension for dis- 
alniives incurred during his service in the United States 
army. Also, the petition of B. Wright, a soldier of the late 
war with Great Britain, asking a pension for disabilities in- 
curred while serving in the army of the United States. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Charlies B. Col- 
lins, for a railroad across the American continent to the Pa 
cific, Also, a petition for a mail route from Wilmington, in 
Will county, via Major, in Grundy county, to Pontac, in 
Livingston county, Hlinois. Also, the peution of John Scho- 
ficld, tor a preémpuon right. 

By Mr. DICKINSON: The petition of A. F. Parker and 
160 other citizens of Lfuncock county, Ohio, praying for the 
establichment of a mail route from ‘liffin, in Seneca county, 
Ohio, weston the Van Buren, Independence, and Kidgevilie 
free turnpike, to Defiance, in Detiance county, Ohio. Also, 
two petitions from Thomas F. Jobnson and 115 other citi- 
zens of Crawford county, Obio, praying for a reduction of 
postage on juventie newspapers of small dimensions. Also, 
the petition of citizens of Sandusky county, Ohio, for the 
saine purpose. Also, the petition of ciuzens of Crawtord 
county, Ohio, praying tor the reduction of postage on news 
papers generally. 

by Mr. MeULERNAND: The petition of John Tucker, of 
Franklin county, Hiinois, praying Congress to pass a law 
authonzing him to locate a laud warraut. 

By Mr. 1} WEEDY: A memorial of the Legislative As 
serbly of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying for an appro- 
priation for the erection of a penitentiary in said Territory— 
heretofore presented December 17, 1645. Also, a memorial 
from the same body, praying for the appropriation of Fort 
Howard to the ‘Territory of Wiseonsin, for educational pur- 
poses—heretofore presented April 3, 1546. 

By Mr. HUDSON : The memorial of Collins Stevens and 
others, praying that they may be protected against a foreign 
infraction of their patent. 

By Mr MeCLELLAND: The memorial of Charles How- 
ard and other citizens of Detroit, praying Congress to extend 
the principles of the laws reguiaung drawbacks and ware- 
housing to our trade with Canada, so that Canada wheat 
may be imported into the States on the northern frontier, 
admitted to entry under bond, be manufactured into flour in 
the United States, and upon the exportation of the flour the 
bonds may be cancelled, under such regulations as Congress 
may provide. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition and papers of B. M. Bon- 
ton, asking compensation for the use of his invention and 
machines in making percussion caps, used by the army of 
the United States. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Edmund Oviatt and 
others, citizens of Trumbull county, Ohio, praying the reduc- 
tion of postage one-half on all papers containing not more 
than five hundred square inches. Also, the petition of Dan. 
Eaton and other citizens of Youngstown, Mationing county, 
Olio, praying Congress to issue $150,000,000 of treasury 
notes for a national currency. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: The petition of Joseph Linville and 
67 citizens of Fairfield county, Ohio, asking an alteration of 
the post office laws relating to postage on newspapers. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New Orleans, praying that the limits and ju 
risdiction of the ports of Shieldsborough and Mississippi 
City be extended so as to include the harbors of Cat Island 
and Ship Island and the adjacent waters. 


ee Ce Ne | 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 31, 1848. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitted, in compliance with a resolution of the 
the 20th January, asking whether the general order 


No. 376 was issued under instructions from the 
War Department, &c. 


|The Secretary of War says that ‘no particu- | 


lar instructions have been given to General Scott | 
for issuing the order referred to; but it is presumed 
that he has taken that step in consequence of the 
general instructions given to him on the subject of | 
levying contributions, and of making the resources 
of the enemy’s country available as far as may be 
within the rules of civilized warfare, for the main- 
tenance of our troops in Mexico, and defraying the 
expenses incident to the present state of hostili- 
ties.”’ 

The Secretary gives an extract from General 
Scott’s despatch dated the 18th September, 1847, | 


wherein the Commanding General submits certain || 
suggestions to the Government, which are in effect || 


as jollows: 

* Premising that he has no official information as 
to the number of troops ordered since the march 
of General Pierce’s detachment, but assuming the 
force en route at 6,500, and that 4,000 more are 
soon to follow, the General-in-chief states that he 
can hold the capital, garrisoned by 7,500 men, | 


_fHE 


_of the Mint, showing the operations of the mint 
| and branches during the year 1847. 


_and its branches, $23,069,603 in gold and silver; 


| postage on newspapers of a small size; which was 


'catur Twiggs, widow of Major Levi Twiggs, who 


| George Decatur Twiggs, who tell at the engage- 


| provision may be made for her relief and that of 


|| asking donations of public lands for the improve- 
ment of the Osage river; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Public Lands. A second, for the 
‘organization of a Territory west of Missouri; 
' which was referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. [This memorial states that the territory lying 


If organized into a Territory, and opened to set- 
'tlement by the white man, it would in five years 











aguinst any external attack or combined with an 
internal insurrection, and have an ample surplus 
force to occupy Puebla, Perote, Jalapa, the Na- 
tional Bridge, the Paso de Obejas, Santa Fé, and 
Vera Cruz. 

As a modification of this plan, it is added, that 
with a total of thirty thousand, the principal mi- 
ning district of the country may also be occupied, 
and a secure transit given to gold and silver bul- 
lion, which, paying the customary duties, would 
cover a considerable part of the expenses of occu- 
pation. General Scott further suggests, that to 
augment the army to fifty thousand, would enable 
it to occupy all the State capitals and principal 
cities, to drive guerrillas and robbing parties from 
the great highways of trade, to seize into our 
hands all the revenues of ountry, and to keep 
the Central Government onstant motion and 
alarm until constrained to sue for peace. 

To withdraw the army from the interior of the 
country, and occupy the strong points within the 
boundaries which the United States intend to 
hold permanently, and, in the act of retiring, to 
blow up the citadel in the capital, the fortresses of 
Chapultepec, Perote, San Juan de Ulua, and the 
walls of Vera Cruz, (unless it be preferred to gar- 
rison the last two,) destroy all iron guns captured, 
and carry off all made of brass, with all ordnance 
stores of value, (the only cannon foundry in the 
Republic we have already destroyed,) and a strict 
blockade of the ports not garrisoned by our troops, 
would of course be essential in the conquest of a 
peace. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, in answer toa resolution of the 24th instant, 
calling for copies of letters, reports, and other com- 
munications referred to in the letter of General 
Taylor, dated at New Orleans, 20th July, 1845. 
[This communication gives a number of letters ad- 
dressed by General Taylor to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, some of which are headed confidential. ] 

Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, communicating a report of the Director 


[From this document it appears that there have 
been deposited, during the year 1847, at the mint 


while there have been coined, during the same 
period, in gold, $20,221,385; in silver, $2,374,450: 
total of gold, silver, and copper coin, $22,657,- 
671 69.) 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. NILES presented a petition from citizens of 
Windham, Connecticut, asking the reduction of 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
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| ing that provision may be made to pay volunt 
| full pay as mounted men during their term of 


| their horses, also pay for the horses thus los: 


| which should have been furnished by Govern, 
| which was referred to the Committee on M 








___ Jan. 31, 


is that country worth to the Union than the ae : 
territories occupied by the Indians.} A third k. 


ask. 
Leers 


Ser- 


vice; and if they have had the misfortune to 


lose 
it was caused principally by the lack of hoot 
nt; 


; ilitary 
Affairs. A fourth, that the small claims to ake 


derived from the French and Spanish Gover. 


| ments may be confirmed, and the final adjustmen: 


of all provided for; which was referred to ), 
Committee on Foreign Relations. A fifth, asking 
Congress to donate to Missouri certain public 
lands, for purposes of internal improvement: which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands 


| A sixth, against the repeal of the tariff of 1846 anq 


the repeal of the sub-treasury law; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. A seventh 
requesting their Representatives to vote in accord. 


| ance with the 8th section of the act of Congress 
**to authorize the people of Missouri to form a 


constitution and State government, and for the 


ad- 


| mission of such State into the Union on an equal 


footing with the original States, and to prohibj: 
slavery in certain Territories;”’ which was ordered 


| to be printed. 


Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from the 
Newcastle Agricultural Society, asking the renewal 
of a patent granted to Obed Hussey, for a reap. 
ing machine; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Warren county, Ohio, asking a mail route 
from Springsborough to Ridgeville; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from 
James M. Kibben, asking the relinquishment of 
certain reversionary interests of the United States 
in certain reservations; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. H. also presented a petition from Isaac C. 
Elston to the same purpose; which was referred 
to the same committee. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from John 
Baldwin, asking that the United States will pay 
such portions of the award made in his favor by 
the Mexican Commission as have not been paid; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. [ 

[Mr. B. explained the object of the memorialist, 
stating the grounds on which he sought redress; 
one of which was, that under the treaty of 1843, 
certain revenues were set apart by Mexico for the 
payment of her indebtedness to the United States, 
which revenues had been seized upon by the order 
of the United States Government, and were now 
collected by the military and naval forces of the 





Mr. N. also presented a petition from citizens 
of Middlesex, in the same State, relating to the 
same subject; which was referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from Priscilla De- 


fell at the storming of Chapultepec, and mother of 


ment at the National bridge. She asks that some 
her daughters, leaving the principles upon which 
it may be granted, and the extent and mode in 
which it may be accomplished, to the wisdom and 
justice of Congress; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented seven memorials 
from the General Assembly of Missouri: one 


west of the State of Missouri, extending from the 
territory occupied by the Cherokees to the north- 
ern line of the State, and west to the Plains, is 
now occupied by some thirty thousand Indians. 


rank in wealth and population among the first 
States in the Union. . one county in the Platte 
purchase, organized in 1839, with not more than 
twenty miles square in its limits, there is now a 
population of fifteen thousand. How much more | 





aL 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial from the 
Central Railroad and Banking Company of Geor- 
gia, asking the remission of duties on certain rail- 
road iron imported for the use of their railway; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of Clements, 
Bryan & Co.; which was read a first time. 

r. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill to 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury, with the 
approbation of the Attorney General, to purchase 
for the United States the interest of Balie Peyton 
in the tract of land upon which the light-house 
| stands at the Southwest Pass, at the mouth of the 

Mississippi river, accompanied by a report; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill to 
create the office of surveyor general of the public 
lands in the Territory of Oregon, and to grant do- 
nation rights to settlers thereon, and for other put- 

oses. 
. Mr. BREESE also, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consjdera- 
tion of the resolution relating to the allowance of 
compensation to such receivers of public money 
as performed the duties of assistant treasurer, 
'and that it be referred to the Committee on F'- 
nance, : 
| Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
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Lit: 


our progress in this war with Mexico was such— || been making progress; but I must be allowed to oy 
‘rT “ ‘ : — } = . ° > oe " . 7 tS 
: Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval || we having advanced to the interior of thatcountry, | say it is a progress backwards. From the time = 
s Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the accounting || taken possession of its capital, and accomplished |. when the bill was first »roposed to the present mo- nt 
r. ogcers of the Treasury to settle the accounts of || everything, practically, that the army and the | ment, they have manifested an increasing opposi- rie 
. certain acting officers therein named; which was || President could have accomplished—that at the | tion to the prosecution of this war. Not only do ve 
. read a first ume. 5 . | meeting of this Congress, when it came together, | they find fault with the suggestions of the Presi- oe 
On motion of Mr, YULEE, the bill was con- | it would, in its deliberations upon this subject, | dent of the United States, with the suggestions of us 
4 sidered as in Committee of the Whole by unani- || rather indicate what further steps should be taken | the War Department, with the reports of the chair- i 
y mous consent, was read a second time, considered |} in the matter, and would occupy their time in man of the Committee on Military Affairs, and 4 
; as in Committee of the Whole, and read a third || action rather than words. I had no expectation | with all the authorities usually allowed on such oa 
A time and passed. : whatever, when this bill was first introduced, that | occasions, but they resist and contest them at every i. 
a Mr. BRIGH I, from the Committee on Revolu- || its passage would be delayed, and that the meas- | point, and have denounced in the strongest terms ; 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the |/ ures recommended by the President would be } the prosecution of the war. That was the stage, - 
5 petition of Maria Caldwell Robertson. | opposed. in the course of their procedure upon this subject, ae 
; Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post I find, however, that I have been very much marked out by the Senator from Delaware. But ¥ 
. Officeand Post Roads, reported a bill inamendment || mistaken. When it was proposed, for the first | they did not stop there. There was still another ; 
j of an act entitled **‘An act to reduce the rates of || time, to take up this bill, I happened not to be in| stage. Where they will stop in their onward ‘ 
yostage, limit the use and restrict the abuse of the | the Senate on that day, and I believe it was the | career, I cannot say; for, soon after, another hon- ees 
F franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds only day in which I was absent since the com- | orable Senator (the Senator from Connecticut) of- ay 
> - ; ‘ ee . ‘ . . . te 
’ ou the revenues of the Post Office Department, mencement of the session ; but, upon inquiring, I | fered a resolution which took still higher ground: “Fi 
: passed March 3, 1845; which was read a first || found that opposition was made to such consider- | in the first place, that Mexico had no public do- Sat 
: time. all ation, and there was a very close vote as to main; and, secondly, if she had, she had no power eaix 
. This bil! allows the rates of commission authorized to be || whether the bill should be taken up. [understood , to cede any of said territory to us; and, therefore, ye 
- aid to postmasters by the first section of that act on the fi } — . ° 4 : - 7 ete 3 e 
i Pav unt of postage received in each quarter,and in due pro- || {om that fact, at that time, that some obstructions | our idea of acquiring territory for indemnity was a 
: portion for any period less than a quarter. All postinasters || Would be thrown in the way of its passage; but, | altogether futile. Such has been the progress of x 
j whose commissions have been diminished by having been |} still, I did not anticipate that decided opposition to || the Opposition to this bill, and I must confess, sir, * 
paid on the conenns nessived ie a Tene Tenens 9 a Soares the bill, which has since been manifested on the || that every additional step that has been made has baa 
ae ae ae hoe. apa of tix ae and on ‘Soar, other side of the Chamber. but astonished me the more. These latter posi- ie 
: aia General is authorized to employ such additional Mr. President, as we have had so much discus- | tions assumed by an honorable Senator have es- Ss 
. clerks as may be found necessary for the settlement of the || sion, and so much difference of opinion as to the || pecially astonished me more than all the rest. Be 
. accounts of postmasters under this act.) origin of this war, and as, perhaps, we shall here- || What are they? Why, that Mexico has no pub- e. 
' On motion of Mr. CLARKE, the prior orders || after have a difference of opinion as to the question |, lic domain, and that we can get nothing from her. Pa 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the || by whom the opposition to the bill was com- | Well, sir, I will not stop to ¢'scuss that question, a 
; consideration of the bill further to extend the pat- || menced, I wish to place on record the history, as | for 1 care very little whether she has any public +: 
= ent of Jethro Wood. ‘The proviso introduced as || I understand it, of this debate. In so doing, it | domain or not, though I understand the fact very "ae 
4 anamendment by Mr. Batpwin was then agreed || will be necessary for me to allude to the course of || differently. 1 understand that Mexico has a pub- van 
to,and the bill was read a third time and passed. || certain Senators upon this all-important subject; | lic domain. I think it very immaterial, and that ae 
. Mr. WESTCOTT moved to take up the bill to || for in relation to the history of the action of the || the acquisition of territory for the public land 
‘ provide for an additional number of examining || Senate, in the debate on this bill, 1 do not, for one, | it brings into the country is of no great advan- 
: clerks in the Patent Office, and to allow fees in |} desire to have the question left in doubt as to who | tage. In regard to public lands generally, and in 
certain cases. commenced or protracted this war of discussion. || respect particularly to the immense territory we 
The motion having been agreed to, Mr. Lewis || When the attempt was first made, sir, to call this || have held, I think they bring in but very little 
, was about to move an amendment, when— bill up for consideration, the objection, as I under- | income to the Government. I venture to say, that 
j Mr. BREESE called for the reading of the bill; || stood from the ‘ Official Proceedings,”’ to taking it || on examination in respect to the value of the 
but before it was read through, moved that the |} up was not one of direct opposition to the bill, but || public lands in this country, after deducting the 
: further reading be dispensed with, and the bill || simply whether it should be taken up or not at that || expenses of surveys, purchases, and the other ne- 
. postponed until to-morrow, as it must be evi- || time. At all events, that appeared to be the light | cessary expenses, it would be found that it has 
, dent from what they had heard that such a bill || in which it was regarded by the chairman of the | been by no means a money-making business. 
E could not pass without leading to considerable dis- || Military Committee. | There are other advantages in the acquisition of 
; cussion. We soon, however, came to another stage of || territory besides the mere value of the land. The 
The motion was agreed to. procedure in this matter. Some days after, when || increase of population, of commerce, and conse- 
| PERSONAL EXPLANATION. the bill was again called ups an amendment was || quently of revenue resulting from such acquisition, 
q le ° P ‘ bd » . 
: Mr. SEVIER asked the indulgence of the Sen- offered by the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crir- | must be taken into account. Suppose we had 
| ate for a few moments, in order to correct a mis- || TZNPEN»] to change the provisions, &c. Suill I || never received a dollar out of the immense territory 
; veneneibaal f he de by hima few davs || “id not understand that to be opposition to the || acquired by the acquisition of Louisiana, would 
ceeeee eee ee ey nine lew days |! bill; for, if I understood the Scnator’s remarks on || not the acquisition, considering the millions of 
since. He found an article in the ** National In- Res Se > eon - = te 8 
; . : j t he President || revenue received at New Orleans, have been a suf- 
tellieencer’’ of Saturday last der th that subject, it was not denied that the President | Us, u 
r lligencer’’ of Saturday last, under the imposing : : rae. | ; sien 
' caption, ** Acquisition of desired territory by force should yo propery sustained in the conduct of this || ficient inducement to its acquirement? I believe 
; oad necataeea boldly avowed as the alae le of || War» And Iam more confirmed in that opinion, || Mexico hasa public domain, to cede; but whether 
the Adissiniptdathon.!? im whith 6 Wen ation ed to || from an incident that occurred about that period. || she has or not, I do not care a straw. We want 
. how Wat bv hed e@icead sath « principle Pa In some preliminary discussion at that time, I re- || the territory for the spread of population, the in- 
he had b » atest} } || collect very distinctly that the honorable Senator || crease of our commerce, and the extension of our 
. i¢ had never broached such a doctrine. He had a : | 1: . . 7 
never contended, he did not now contend, that any || {fom Kentucky seemed to be very much surprised || liberties, just as we wanted Louisiana and the 
power had a sigh? to take territory to wehsidl tt had at an incidental remark that fell from the Senator || valley of the Mississippi, Floridas, and Texas. I 
no claim. nthe remarks madé by hi : from Mississippi—viz: that the prosecution of the || shall not follow the Senator in his argument on 
aim, y him, on which . eed te ll thie poi He cited f en tok canal 
the article in question affected to be aco war had been delayed, or procrastinated, by Con- || this point. e cited from a work on internationa 
é q mmentary, . . , 
he had distinctly and licitl sail gress. I confess that I was very much of the || law, of which I profess to know but litle. I shall 
g y and explicitly maintained that the os ; | co beta : I : 
claim to the right of navigating the Mississippi was || 0Pi™on of the Senator from Kentucky, and I || not, then, follow him in that quotation. But iS 
the ground on which the action of theG thought that the objection of the Senator from || should think that such law as that which he eited Y 
’ 5 overnment ce oe lis : 4 . ; sa 
had be redicated: ant lai : Mississippi was not so well founded as he affirmed || is at variance with the practice of all nations, con- hel 
iad been predicated, and that the claim on which || - : P 
the act of 1806 rested was the title whi . || it to be. I supposed that there had been no serious || trary to common sense, and not to be tolerated in a> 
AC e which the Uni- vo : : eet) a I id ask. di os 
‘ ted States Government believed they had by virtue objection at the former session designed against || this age of the world. How, I would ask, did we S, 
of the purchase of Louisiana. He did ae how- || the particular measures recommended for the pros- || acquire the very ground on which this Capitol Ne 
ever, charge the “ Intelligencer’? with deliberate ecution of the war. I did not understand from the || stands? Tradition records, that the Indians once + 
misrepresentati amendment of the Senator from Kentucky that || lighted their council-fires on this very hill; would eS 
srepresentation, as the report of his remarks was « : hen have it, th h itl om 
. not quite correct. In justice to the reporter, it such opposition was intended, but that there was || the Senator then have it, that we have no title to ey 
was dd J Seas only some difference of opinion as to the details || this, the site of our Capitol, and that the remnant sg 
as proper to add, that the report was submitted . . Tid Bs, Poania | of these Indian Id at ti custle 6} "oa 
to him, (Mr. S.:) but bei d : of this particular measure. But, Mr. President, || of these Indians could at any time justly eject us . 
» (Mr. 8.;) but being engaged on committee ° : : > B he Se ; ay 
business at the time, he was hurried. and did not || We 8908 arrived at other stages of this business. || from its possession? But if the Senator’s argu- ‘g 
sines ; 
notice the omission ofa sinele word that showed It was remarked the other day, by an honorable | ment should be correct, that Mexico has no power 
) the sense. On the same on he had spoken || Senator on the other side, (I do not now recollect || to cede territory, how will that help his cause? It 
: of the Perdido as shen eumnnetk Mandan n the || Which,) that the chairman of the Committee on || will only make it the more necessary for us to take 
: report it was made southern boundar Ladi nollie Military Affairs, and those connected with him in |; it, if she cannot cede i: om 
‘ sired . «6 Ertl; % || the support of this bill, were ‘‘ making consider- || Such, then, sir, is the history of the opposition, 
ired to correct that error, lest the ‘ Intelligencer ” wa eae 
should perhaps make it the ground of assailing him able progress’’—that he had at first disclaimed all || thus far, to this bill. Before I proceed further, 
: on the score of eographical knowledge : idea of the conquest of all Mexico, but that he || however, I will advert to an argument made by 
, Beograp —— now seemed to be disposed to regard it as not so | the honorable Senator from Vermont, who last 
¢ THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. unreasonable,.or so monstrous—that such an idea | addressed the Senate. In the conclusion of his 
The Senate resumed the consideration‘of the bill might be tolerated—and that therefore he was i remarks, he complained of the exercise of what 
E 'o raise, for a limited time, an additional military || making some progress. || he was pleased to term, an almost despotic mili- 
‘ force. Now, I must say, in reply, that those who are \ tary power, in the hands of the President of the 
‘ Mr. DOWNS. I had no intention, Mr. Presi- || thus charging us with inconsistency, are changing | United States in Mexico, and declaimed, at some 
; ent, when this bill first came up in the Senate, to || the position which they had assumed at the com- i} length, against the dangers of an abuse of a mili- 





reported a bill for the relief of William H. Pren- 
iss; which was read a first time. 








say anything upon the subject. I thought, sir, that 


mencement very rapidly. It is they who have 
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tary authority. But does not this military power 
continue to be exercised by the President, in the 
very necessity of the case, and because that legal 
provision has not yet been made by which he 
would have been relieved of that responsibility ? 
So far from being desirous to hold California and 
New Mexico by military tenure, rather than by 
the organization of civil government, the President 
has been anxious to be relieved of that responsi- 
bility, which the circumstances of the case have 
devolved upon him, and the gentleman from Ver- 
mont can at any time contribute his share in the 
removal of that much of the military power of the 
President, by establishing civil or territorial gov- 
ernment. 

‘There is another preliminary remark which I 
desire to make, and it is in reference to the aston- 
ishing distrust manifested on the other side of the 
Chamber, with respect to the recommendation of 
the President, the Secretary of War, and the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs. I be- 
lieve it has hitherto been generally considered, 
that in cases where the honor and interest of the 
country are involved in a controversy with a for- 
eign Power, party spirit should be assuaged. And 
I think the history of the country shows, that in 
the highest party times, when such cases have 
arisen, party spirit has subsided. It was so, I 
recollect, some years ago, when the question of 
the northeastern boundary was in agitation. Then, 
nearly by unanimous consent—indeed, I believe it 
was unanimous—means were placed at the dispo- 
sal of the President to meet any contingency which 
might arise. So it was also, I believe, at the com- 
mencement of this war; but the spirit of party op- 
position has gradually arisen, and every measure 
suggested for the prosecution of the war is now 
most scrupulously scrutinized, 

I now proceed to give some of the grounds of 
my vote upon this bill, ia addition to the reasons 
given for its passage by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and so eloquently sus- 
tained by another member of the committee, (the 
Senator from Mississippi,) whose heroic and skill- 
ful exploits in two of the most brilliant battles— 
and I regret to say, also, as his own honorable 
wounds but too clearly attest, the most bloody 
battles of the war—Monterey and Buena Vista— 
add a weight to whatever he says on this subject, 
which, it seems to me, ought to be conclusive. 
I felt sure it would be so then, but I find I was 
mistaken. His arguments have not been answered; 
they never can or will be answered on this floor or 
elsewhere. Still, opposition to the bill appears to 
have constantly increased from that day to this. 
My thanks, and the thanks of this body and of the 
country,are due to the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, (Col. Davis,] who is on the military com- 
mittee, for what he said on the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Kentucky. That amendment 
seemed almost to have reduced the friends of this 
bill to the necessity of undervaluing the efficiency 
of volunteers, or to adopt the amendment. There 
is a difference of opinion on this subject, both in the 
army and elsewhere. The honorable Senator was 
identified with both arms of the service, regulars 
and volunteers, and could have no partiality for 
either. Few men occupy the same position in this 
particular; he has said, therefore, all that is proper 
or necessary on the occasion, and, I have no doubt, 


TH 


- calculation, would be 62,000. 


satisfied both parties, that for the services contem- | 


plated regulars are to be preferred. 
pressing, then, my thanks to that Senator, and my 
full concurrence in all he said on the respective 
merits of volunteers and regulars, giving preference 
to neither in their appropriate sphere, but doing 
ample credit to both, I take occasion to state a 
fact, and an opinion of volunteers, | once heard 
from a very distinguished officer of the regular 
army in the war of 1812, now no more, and who, 
like my friend from Mississippi, bore about him 
wounds received on the battle-fields of his country, 
and which, I believe, at last carried him prema- 
turely to the grave—I mean the late General Rip- 
ley. I thought the fact, stated, and the opinion 
given, a little extravagent. I now believe them 
both perfectly true, He said, that in all the annals 
of American warfare, American volunteers, in any 
thing like equal numbers, never had been beaten, 
and never could while our present institutions ex- 
isted. The battle-fields of New Orleans, Buena 
Vista, Cerro Gordo, Brazito, Sacramento, and 
others, attest the truth of what he said. 


In the debates on this bill, there has been, I || war. 


While ex- | 


| it to a successful close. 


- - ee ee + oe ee Oe 


think, some incorrectness in the statements of | 
those who oppose the bill, no doubt unintentional, || 
as to the force now authorized and required by the | 
Executive and the committee, calculated to lead to 
error. It has been variously stated by different 
speakers, from ninety to a hundred thousand men, 
and the increase contemplated by the bill now 
under consideration, and the bill for twenty regi- | 
ments of volunteers, as increasing the actual force 
in service thirty thousand men. 1 do not so under- 
stand it. As | amined it, from the reports of 
the Adjutant General’s office, the present forces 
authorized are: 

Regulars ....0ccccccccessccesece e SUd00 

eee ae 


Total authorized .............++ 63,166 
If we add to this the ten regiments contemplated 
by this bill, we make the whole amount 73,166. 
The force in actual service, from the last returns, 
are: 


RORUIAIG . 66 000s 0:00 09,000 608 00.0000 Ee 

WOMMIDIES 0 0 04.00i x40 69s0950anne ewe 

Volunteers from Michigan and Ala- 
bama, on their Way...eeeeeeeeseee 2,200 


Making, in all, in actual service... 42,719 


From these statements, it will appear that the 
number that can be kept in service, of those autho- 
rized by law, isabouttwo-thirds. This calculation 
will give for the actual force in service, after the 
ten new regiments are added, about 48,925—say 
fifty thousand men. And if the twenty additional 
regiments of volunteers be added to the forces 
previously authorized, the number that would be 
actually kept in service, according to this mode of 
This bill, and the 
bill authorizing the twenty regiments of volunteers, 
does not, as has been represented, add thirty thou- 
sand men to the number in actual service. They 
do not necessarily add a single man to either arm 
of the service; they only authorize the President 
to do so, if he deems it necessary. 

While on this branch of the subject, I desire to 
make a few remarks in reply to the arguments 
offered against the bill, and in favor of the amend- 
ment submitted by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Burier,] which is still pending. That 
amendment proposes, instead of increasing the 
number of the regiments, to add a certain‘number 
of men toeach company. I do not know much 
about military affairs, sir, but I confess that this | 
amendment strack me as rather extraordinary, 
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| made irrespective of party considerations. 
| Senator is aware, we had a Whig Executive in 
| that State. 








be fully able to meet them hereafter, I cannot 
therefore, concur in the amendment of the Senator 
from South Carolina. - 

In the course of the argument on that amend. 
ment, something was said about the patronage of 
the Executive, and in reference to that, | have a 
few words to offer. I know that complaints have 
been made with reference to the patronage dis. 
posed of by the Executive in. the appointment of 


| the principal officers of the army engaged in this 
| war, 


But | think, sir, that an attentive examina. 
tion of the army list will furnish evidence of some 


| justification for the conduct of the Executive. At 
the head of the list, there does seem to be 


considerable preponderance of Democratic names: 
butif you look further down, you will discover that 
the officers appointed by the Executives of those 


States in which Whig influence prevails, have 


been selected from the ranks of that party. For 
myself, | would never permit such distinctions of 
party to operate in the selection of officers for the 


/armies of the country; and never, in any recom. 


mendations which I have made, have such dis. 
tinctions been permitted to exercise the slightest 
influence. In the defence of the honor and inter. 
ests of the country, Whigs and Democrats alike 
have participated, and should fairly share in the 
offices and emoluments of the army. If the Pres. 


ident had acted in this matter in the exclusive 
| spirit that has been alleged against him, I should 
| have condemned him most emphatically. But 


when I find that the spirit of exclusiveness in ap. 
pointments to office commenced on the other side, 
before the general staff was organized, I believe 
that the President was not at all to blame in at- 
tempting to make something like a balance, by 


appointing a large number of Democrats. 


Mr. MANGUM. Ifthe honorable Senator will 
allow me, I would remark, in reference to my 
own State, that such a course as he describes was 
not adopted by the Executive of that State; and 


| that a very meritorious and scieutific gentleman of 
| the Democratic party received an appointment; 


indeed, [ believe that all the appointments were 
As the 


Mr. DOWNS. I am very glad that the honor- 
able Senator interrupted me, because if in error, at 


any time, I shall always be happy to be corrected, 


I recollect an instance in the gentleman’s own 
State, which sustains me in the position I| have 


particularly when it was considered that the peace assumed with respect to these appointments of the 


establishment of the United States had been already 
very much augmented in the manner proposed in 
the amendment; and above all, afier the remark- 
able manifestations which the army had given of 
its efficiency under the present organization. The | 
experiment of making that change in this or- | 
ganization appeared to me to be of doubtful 
expediency, to say the least of it. a 
parture, even from an established system which 
has proved so eminently efficient, might be attend- | 
ed with danger. I do not say that there would | 
positively be danger in making the change pro- | 
posed by the amendment, but | prefer leaving the 
organization of the army precisely as it is at pres- 
ent. The Senator from South Carolina recom- | 
mends his amendment on the score of economy. 


| In some cases, great economy is the worst econo- |, 
| honorable Senator. Colonel Wilson was afterwads 


my. We cannot expect, when we go to war, that 
we can prosecute it without expense. I perfectly 
agree with gentlemen, who declare that when we 
go to war, we must pay for it. We must tax the 
people. I regard as one of the consequences of 
this war, the necessity of imposing taxes to meet 
the expenditures. | admit that at once, and am 
ready to go as far as any reasonable man, in the 
imposition of taxes, for the as of defraying 
the expenses of this war. The expense I know 
must be great, and for it we must provide. But 
considerations of economy are not to enter into the 
calculations of a people, when they find it necssary 
to enter intoa war. The great object of war is 
success, and that is to be sought at any cost. We 
are now engaged in war, and we must prosecute 
It is no time now to sit 
down, and counting the cost, cut off some of the 
odds and ends. If economy is our object, wh 
not strike off half of the officers of the army? If 
we are to adopt this economical policy, why not 
proceed to cut down all the officers? I have no 
fear as to our inability to meet the expenses of this 
We have met them thus far, and we shall 


A slight de- || t 
| general expectation, he did not receive from tht 


Executives of the States. 1 had the pleasure of 
| being introduced, last summer, to a gentleman who 
| commanded one of the new regiments in the regu- 
| lar army, (Colonel Wilson,) and ascertained the 
| fact, that although a man of wealth and standing 
'in the community, having volunteered when the 
| first call was made on the country, and been 


elected to some subordinate office, yet, contrary to 


| State Executive the command of one of the regi- 
| ments, and that, in consequence of the neglect, the 
| President appointed him to the command of one 
| of the new regiments. But I regarded it as a very 
strong case in poimt, and I had it in view when! 
| made the remark which elicited the interruption 
| of the honorable Senator. 

Mr. MANGUM. The fact is as stated by the 


appointed by the Executive here, and two strong 
letters from the Whig Senators of this body were 

| written recommending him to the appointment. 
| That was the spirit which, so far as 1 know, cher- 
acterized the public authorities of North Carolina. 

| Mr. DOWNS. I have no knowledge of the 
| proceedings in North Carolina except in this in- 
stance, which, I confess, struck me as one of those 

| affording a justification of the course of the Presi- 
dent. | did not, however, intend to refer to 4 

| particular case, but to speak generally of the course 
which had been taken in making the appointments. 
I do not pretend to go into all the instances occur: 

| ring in the several Siates, but [ speak of the general 
result, and I believe that, upon investigation, it will 
be found that a large portion of the appointments 
of officers were made from the party which is op- 
sed to the President in their political views. 


This, sir, I believe, has been the liberal course of 
the Executive on this subject. 

| Before I quit this 
| other reason which 
‘lar forces to volunteers. 


rt of the subject, there is one 
will state, why I prefer regu- 
Their duties are very 
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